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Photo by Phil Wilayto

Mayor Jones, upper left, unveils the Revitalize RVA development plan at a Nov. 11 press conference in Shock-
oe Bottom. At right, a protester presents the opposing view: Instead of a baseball stadium, Shockoe Bottom 
should have a Historic District that can finally tell the story of the city’s role as the center of the U.S. domestic 
slave trade. Mayor Jones spoke in the parking lot of the now-closed Weiman Bakery at 17th and East Grace 
streets. The lot is now owned by H. Louis Salomonski, the developer who in 2003 was convicted of bribing a 
City official and who now stands to make a fortune from the development plan. 

Doss family to 
submit formal 
request for 
governor’s 
pardon

Norfolk residents Willie Mae and 
Ray Doss will travel to Richmond  
in late April to personally deliver 
a request that Gov. Terry McAul-
life grant a full pardon to their son 
Jermaine. The family has collected 
more than 1,000 signatures on a pe-
tition supporting their request. 

Convicted of murder-for-hire in 2000, Jermaine Doss was sentenced to life in 
prison plus 38 years. The sole witness against him — the confessed killer — has re-
peatedly stated that he lied at court in order to save himself from the death penalty. 

Doss has always maintained he was set up by a crooked cop after refusing a de-
mand for a bribe. The officer he spoke of was former Norfolk Detective Robert Glenn 
Ford, is now serving a sentence of 13 years for demanding bribes in another case. 

See the full story on page 5.

Photo courtesy of the Doss family

Jermaine Doss, at left, shown with his par-
ents Willie Mae and Ray Doss during a fam-
ily visit at Suffolk II state prison.

As part of celebrating our 10th year of publishing, we’ll be running photos from past issues. 
This one, from March 22, 2005, is of a protest at 15th and East Broad streets against a previ-
ous attempt to put a stadium in Shocke Bottom. At upper left is the Gabriel highway marker, 
which overlooks the African Burial Ground, at the time a parking lot. Photo by Caine Rose.

Richmond Mayor Dwight C. Jones often says his 
goal is to see Richmond become a “tier-one city.”

Well, at least he’s made it world famous.
From New York to London, Moscow to West Af-

rica, news media are reporting on how the mayor 
of the former Capital of the Confederacy wants to 
build a minor-league baseball stadium in the heart 
of its once-massive slave-trading district.

See inside for full coverage, starting on page 2.
(Full-color posters on pages 10 and 16.)
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The Defenders for Freedom, Justice 
& Equality is an organization of Virginia 
residents working for the survival of our 
communities through education and social 
justice projects. 

We started out in June 2002. Many of 
us had relatives in the Richmond City Jail or 
state prisons and were concerned about the 
physical conditions of these institutions. 

As we worked around these issues, 
we learned more and more about the 
connections between jails, jobs, poverty, 
racism, sexism, class, war and political 
representation. We began to organize 
around these issues as well.

We now have a quarterly, statewide 
newspaper, a weekly radio program and a 
Web site. Our members meet monthly to 
discuss issues and plan actions. We are 
affiliated with the Virginia People’s Assembly, 
the Virginia Immigrant Peoples Coalition and 
the National United Antiwar Committee.

If you agree with the principles below 
and want to work to make these ideals a 
reality, we invite you to join us. 

Together, we can make a real difference 
in the life of our communities.

WHAT WE BELIEVE:

We believe in Freedom. 
We believe that all people must be free 

to develop to their full potential as human 
beings. We must be free from hunger, from 
preventable diseases, from homelessness, 
from ignorance. We must be free to work and 
to provide for ourselves and our families. We 
must be free to pursue our education and to 
develop ourselves culturally and spiritually. 
We must be free from fear of the arbitrary 
use of police power and from the physical 
and cultural attacks of white-supremacist 
organizations. Women must be free from 
physical, cultural and emotional oppression. 
Children must be free from dangers like lead 
poisoning, asthma and sexual exploitation. 
Our youths must be free both from police 
harassment and the mindless violence of 
the streets. We must all be free from unjust 
wars fought in the interest of the wealthy 
few at the expense of the struggling many. 

We believe in Justice. 
We believe that every human being 

has the right to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. And we believe that these 
rights are meaningless unless we also 
have the right to a job at a living wage, to 
decent housing, to adequate health care, 
to a meaningful education. We believe that 
all people have the right to stand equally 
before the law, to equal and fair treatment 
by the police, by the court system and in 
jails and prisons. And we believe that the 
death penalty is the ultimate exercise in 
injustice.

We believe in Equality. 
We live in the richest country in the world. 

But it’s a country that owes its tremendous 
wealth to the barbaric oppression of Black 
labor on a historic scale, as well as the 
theft of American Indian and Mexican 
lands, the cruel exploitation of Asian labor 
and the labor of waves of poor European 
immigrants. 

This country does not belong to the 
wealthy few who have claimed it for their 
own. As human beings, we all have an 
equal right to its resources. As descendants 
of those whose blood, sweat and tears paid 
cruelly for its development, we have a right 
to collective reparations. And as people who 
struggle every day with ongoing inequality, 
we have the right to affirmative action.

We believe that for any one of us to be 
free, we must all be free. We believe that 
for any one of us to have justice, we must 
all have justice. We believe that equality for 
anyone is impossible without equality for 
everyone

As members of The Defenders, we 
pledge ourselves to defend our community, 
its men, its women and especially its 
children, from all forms of oppression. 

We pledge to fight for a world where 
all people can live in dignity, freedom and 
peace. 
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um in Shockoe Bottom on the actual sites that 
once housed slave pens, slave auction houses, 
and in an area where close to 100 businesses 
were in direct association with slave trading. 
This construction will be near the site of Rich-
mond’s “Burial Ground for Negroes,” which 
was the city’s first cemetery for both slaves 
and free African Americans dating as far back 
as the middle of the 18th century.

As the Capital of the Confederacy, Rich-
mond, VA, was a primary distribution point 
from where Northern slaves and kidnapped 
Free African Americans were transported to 
the Southern states with the malicious intent 
that they be sold into lifelong slavery. The 
Shockoe Bottom district became a commer-
cial wholesale market during this time of the 
Domestic Slave Trade, which came about af-
ter the end of the Triangle Slave Trade.

The Solomon Northup Foundation has 
a personal connection to the Shockoe Bot-
tom district of Richmond, VA. The very site 
of the proposed construction for the flawed 
Shockoe baseball stadium is where William 
H. Goodwin’s slave jail once stood. This is 
where our ancestor Solomon Northup was 
held before being transported to New Or-
leans, LA, aboard the “Brig Orleans” on 
April 27, 1841. In essence, Richmond, VA, as 
a whole represents a place for rediscovering 
the lineage of the great majority of African 
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Americans living here in the United States 
of America, including the descendants of the 
Solomon Northup Foundation. 

For many African Americans, the capability 
to trace ones’ own descendants has already been 
made difficult due to the longevity of slavery 
here in this country. But with the preservation 
of the Shockoe Bottom district of Richmond, 
VA, this very real connection to those family 
histories can make this difficult task not seem 
impossible. Research and discovery of ancestry 
is a privilege sought by many, but deserves to be 
a Right granted and protected for every descen-
dant of American Slaves.

Preserving an area that once was one of 
the largest distribution points for slaves in 
the United States creates the ability not only 
to study and learn from its historical sig-
nificance, but it also serves as a catalyst in 
educating the many diverse cultures that this 
country was built upon.

The story of Solomon Northup has lived 
through family stories passed down through-
out the generations. Solomon’s story has 
reached tens of thousands through his 1853 
book “Twelve Years A Slave.” His story 
reached hundreds of thousands in 1984 with 
the made-for-TV-movie entitled “Solomon 
Northup’s Odyssey” (also known as “Half 
Slave, Half Free.”) And now his story is 

See Descendants on page 8

Statement from the 
Solomon Northup Foundation

March 31, 2014

Hello. My name is Clayton J. Adams. I 
am the Executive Director for the Solomon 
Northup Foundation, and the third great 
grandson of Solomon.

On behalf of the Solomon Northup Foun-
dation, we would like to extend our helping 
hand in the attempt to preserve this area in 
Richmond, VA called Shockoe Bottom dis-
trict. This area as a whole is rich with histori-
cal artifacts from an era in America that for 
way too long has been swept under the ‘rug 
of injustice’ in hopes that it would be forgot-
ten. This is the Era of Slavery in the United 
States of America, which has played a major 
role in the creation of the economic infrastruc-
ture of this country. Any historical landmark 
should not be passed by like a shadow in the 
midnight hour; unseen and left unheard. In-
stead, it should be researched thoroughly and 
its findings shared worldwide, included in 
American history books, and not swallowed 
up by economic development.

By coming together as one voice we can 
produce a mighty roar, thus sounding out loud 
and in unison to produce a stronger threshold 
preventing the construction of a baseball stadi-

He received the PEN Open Book Award 
for his “Tales of the Out and Gone,” and 
critical praise for his play “Dutchman,” book 
“Blues People” and poetry collection “Some-
body Blew Up America,” written just after 
the 9/11 attacks. 

His commentaries on society, music and 
literature included “The Music: Reflection on 
Jazz and Blues,” “The Book of Monk” and 
“New Music, New Poetry.” 

A fierce anti-imperialist, Baraka attended 
several meetings in New York City organized 
by the editor of The Virginia Defender to in-
troduce antiwar and social justice activists to 
then-Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad. He had planned to travel to Iran with an 
anti-sanctions delegation organized by the 
newspaper. 

He succumbed Jan. 9, 2014, to complica-
tions from a December surgery. Preceded in 
death by daughter Shani Baraka, he is survived 
by his wife, poet and activist Amina Baraka; 
daughters Kellie and Lisa Jones from his first 
marriage to poet Hettie Cohen Jones; and Dom-
inique, Maria, Obalaji, Ras, Ahi and Amiri Jr. 

The funeral eulogy was delivered by Ras 
Baraka, a 2014 candidate for mayor of Newark.

Black Arts Movement 
Poets Remembered
Known for their roles in the Black Arts 

Movement of the 1960s and beyond, poets 
Jayne Cortez and Amiri Baraka were 
honored in a memorial program Feb. 4 in the 
Grand Hall of the Global Center for Academ-
ic and Spiritual Life, New York University. 

Baraka had originally planned the event 
to honor Cortez, but upon his unexpected 
passing Jan. 9, a double memorial was orga-
nized by Manthia Diawara and Jaira Placide 
of NYU’s Institute for African and African 
American Affairs, assisted by noted sculptor 
Mel Edwards, Cortez’s widower, and poet 
Rashidah Ismaili, who also acted as host. 

Poets and musicians giving tribute to 
Cortez and Baraka included Sandra Esteves, 
Linton Kwesi Johnson, Felipe Luciano, Haki 
Madhubuti, Arthur Pfister, Sonia Sanchez, 
Askia Toure, Quincy Troupe, Ted Wilson and 
Marvin X. Video of the memorial is available 
at: http://bit.ly/1e5rZJ1.

Ana Edwards is a stepdaughter of 
Jayne Cortez, who was married to her 
father, Mel Edwards.

Descendants of ‘12 Years a Slave’ author
join the fight against a Shockoe stadium

‘Please Support the Petition against The Construction of a
Baseball Stadium in the Shockoe Bottom District of Richmond, VA’

By Ana Edwards

Longtime human rights activist and attor-
ney Chokwe Lumumba passed suddenly 
on Feb. 25, 2014, just shy of eight months 
into his first term as the mayor of Jackson, 
Mississippi. 

Born Edwin Finley Taliaferro in Detroit 
on Aug. 2, 1947, his work as a community 
activist spanned more than four decades and 
included support for Hurricane Katrina sur-
vivors and, with the Jackson Human Rights 
Coalition, pressuring the state of Mississippi 
to retry the murderer of civil rights icon Med-
gar Evers. 

He was a co-founder of the Malcolm X 
Grassroots Movement, an elected official in 
the Republic of New Afrika, an attorney for 
the late rapper Tupac Shakur and in 2011 
helped win the release of the Scott Sisters, 
two young Black women who had served 16 
years of double-life prison sentences for an 
$11 robbery which they did not commit. 

A devoted husband and father, Lumumba 
was preceded in death by his wife Nubia A. 
Lumumba and leaves behind three children: 
Kambon Mutope, Rukia Kai and Chokwe 
Antar Lumumba, who is running to take his 
father’s place as mayor of Jackson.

Imamu Amiri Baraka was known 
worldwide as a writer of fiction, drama, po-
etry and music. 

Born Everett LeRoi Jones on Oct. 7, 
1934, in Newark, New Jersey, he also was a 
revolutionary political activist. Baraka lec-
tured on various political and cultural issues 
throughout Europe, Africa, the United States 
and the Caribbean. 

Chokwe Lumumba Amiri Baraka Jayne Cortez

joining 
the 
ancestors
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santo’s promotion of genetically modified 
foods (GMOs). Their organization, Renew 
Richmond, is a nonprofit founded in 2009 
to, according to its website, “help empower 
individuals from all walks of life to cultivate 
healthier lifestyles through the growth and 
production of food.”

Community gardens and urban farms 
are basically cultivated and maintained by 
a community for the benefit of that specific 
community. Paramount is providing greater 
access to nutritional food for residents of 
lower-income neighborhoods in the inner city 
– putting fresh food supplies near the city’s 
“food deserts,” areas in which access to fresh 
and nutritional food is either not present or is 
being greatly diminished.

These farming initiatives attempt first to 
directly address the overall health of the peo-
ple. The theory is that a healthier community 
will not show just through the beauty of the 
gardens, but also in the ways the people think 
as well as interact. 

Renew Richmond is currently working 
on five initiatives: community gardens at two 
South Side schools — G.H. Reid  Elementary 
and George Wythe High, as well as two farms 
and a donation garden which they use to edu-
cate the public about agriculture and also to be 
able to donate fresh produce to local churches.

Getting involved in these efforts should 
be a major priority for community leaders 

By Jah Sparkks

New Age gardens and farms have been 
springing up all over Richmond.  

Agriculture has always been a part of Vir-
ginia’s rural economy and culture, but with 
modern methods and innovative processes 
being created faster than the masses can keep 
up with them, farming is coming back to ur-
banized areas in a BIG way. 

New techniques such as rooftop gardens, 
hoop houses (a kind of hothouse), aquaponics 
(a water system that combines growing plants 
along with animals) have opened the door to 
the possibility of starting a farm or garden al-
most anywhere.

Traditionally, large-scale farming has 
remained on the outskirts of the city and re-
quires numerous resources not readily avail-
able to people outside rural or high-income 
communities. That situation is slowly begin-
ning to change, due to the efforts of a few no-
table organizations and individuals, as well as 
the concern and participation of the commu-
nities they represent.  

“The underlying issue is to address pov-
erty!” said Duron Chavis, founder of Rich-
mond’s Happily Natural Day and an urban 
agriculture pioneer. Chavis is partnering 
on this issue with food activist John Lewis, 
who last year organized a local march of 
800 people to protest the food giant Mon-

Photo courtesy All As One the Vision

Members of All As One the Vision and Urban AWAREness Inc. gather around the historical markers at Richmond’s African 
Burial Ground after cleaning picking up trash from the site. The effort was part of a day devoted to honoring the ancestors. 
From left: Jah Sparkks, Will D-Rect, Deadris, Thomas Clayton, Mack and Vinny Weeks (in foreground).

Growing food for health 
& survival in the inner city

Homeless &
allies speak out 
against closing 

Monroe Park
By Kat McNeal

Richmond City government plans to 
lease Monroe Park, the city’s oldest and larg-
est park, to a nonprofit organization called the 
Monroe Park Conservancy, citing the expense 
of managing and maintaining the space. The 
park’s lights, paths and other amenities are in 
need of repair. However, homeless users of 
the park and their local allies say that the true 
purpose of the lease is to gentrify the area by 
driving visibly poor people out. 

At a March 24 City Council meeting, 
Councilwoman Ellen Robertson assured those 
assembled that “nobody would be made worse 
off” by the Conservancy taking over the man-
agement of the facility. However, activists cited 
a line in the Conservancy’s plan for the park, 
published in 2008 during a previous attempt to 
lease the space, which describes the acceptable 
ratio of “non-homeless to apparently home-
less” as one of “75-100:1.” The plan further 
states that the park manager, hired by the Con-
servancy, would be responsible for keeping 
the number of “apparently homeless” people 
in the park within the acceptable range. 

Since the park is a major daytime gather-
ing place for homeless residents of the city, 
this would theoretically be accomplished by 
the use of police or private security. 

Food Not Bombs, a local food-justice or-
ganization that serves a free meal in the park 
every Sunday, expressed additional concerns 
about the plan: the lease gives the Conservan-
cy the legal right to require permits for orga-
nized activities like public servings. Permits 
can cost up to $35 for each event.

That’s assuming the permit were issued at 
all and if the park were even open. Food Not 
Bombs is concerned that the Conservancy 
will repeat a tactic it proposed in 2010 and try 
to close the entire park for renovations last-
ing up to six months. At the time, it justified 
the closure as necessary for construction, but 
preventing access would also serve to break 
the pattern of use the Conservancy members 
object to, namely use by the homeless and by 
those who provide services. 

By Phil Wilayto

Starting a community garden, setting up 
a flag football game, picking up trash from 
Richmond’s African Burial Ground — these 
are just a few of the activities the groups All 
As One the Vision and Urban AWAREness 
Inc. carry out as they seek to fulfill their mis-
sion of turning young people away from vio-

lence and toward positive activities.
“Our main focus is unifying the commu-

nity,” explained Vinny Weeks, president of 
All As One’s Richmond chapter. “Educating 
the youth, bringing awareness about HIV-
AIDS, job training, cultural education, those 
are the main topics of awareness.”

Weeks said the Richmond chapter was 
started as a result of conversations with Sin-
cere, an All As One activist in Prince William 
County who had brought people to annual 
gatherings of the Virginia People’s Assembly.

“We attended the VPA and that’s when we 
decided to become a nonprofit,” Weeks said. 
“We liked the idea of activism; not just show-
ing up at events, but getting in there and mak-
ing things happen.”

Sincere’s involvement in the struggle to re-
claim Richmond’s African Burial Ground led 

the Richmond chapter to get involved in the 
campaign to stop a Shockoe Bottom stadium.

On Feb. 15 the activists led a tour of 
slavery-related sites in the Bottom. The tour, 
which included talks by Richmond histor-
ian Elizabeth Kambourian, was organized 
by  Urban AWAREness Inc., founded by All 
As One member Jah Sparkks. More than 60 
people attended.

“That’s something that Jah wants to keep 
going,” Weeks said, “as a way for the youth 
to become more conscious about this stadium 
issue.”

Right now the Richmond chapter has 
about 12 members, Weeks said, and is look-
ing to recruit more.

For more information, check out All As 
One and Urban AWAREness Inc. on Face-
book.

and representatives. For that line of work, you 
need to be prepared to roll up your sleeves and 
get down in the mud. But after it’s all said and 
done, you get to enjoy the fruits of your labor. 

There is no freedom within the confines 
of poverty. Unless a system is set up to coun-
teract that reality, and includes those who are 
affected by it the most, there will be no long-
term solution to poverty or to any of the is-
sues that stem from it.  

Photo courtesy Renew Richmond

Children explore the world of growing food at Renew Richmond’s McDonough Communi-
ty Garden on South Side. The USDA has designated the neighborhood a “food desert.”

It starts with education, and identifying 
and helping to implement systems of change 
that can begin a new cycle revolving around 
learning together, building together and har-
moniously cohabitating with one another for 
the good of the whole community.  

For more information on how you can get 
involved in your own neighborhood, for vol-
unteer opportunities or to donate to existing 
garden projects, visit: RenewRichmond.org.

‘All As One the Vision’ & ‘Urban AWAREness Inc.’ 
work to mentor youth, uplift the community

During the council meeting’s public 
comment period, several men who identi-
fied themselves as homeless described Mon-
roe Park as a place to receive vital services 
during the weekends. One said that, were it 
not for groups distributing clothes there, he 
would not receive a weekly change of socks. 

“Stop kicking us,” a homeless commenter 
told the Council.
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When the Alabama-based organization 
League of the South announced plans to 
hold an April 5 rally at Richmond’s Capitol 
Square, the response from local anti-racist 
and LGBTQ activists was swift. 

Small wonder: Founded in 1994, the LS 
is a racist, anti-immigrant promoter of South-
ern secession with the goal of establishing an 
“Anglo-Celtic,” Christian nation in the for-
mer states of the slavery-based Confederacy.

The announced purpose of this rally was 
to oppose gay marriage in Virginia. The pro-
gressive activists quickly called for a counter-
protest, set up a Facebook event page – and 
checked to see if the LSers had obtained a 
permit for their rally, set for 9 to 10 a.m. at the 
Bell Tower, the only area of Capitol Square 
where rallies are permitted.

When they learned that no permit had 
been granted for that hour, the activists ap-
plied for and received one themselves. 

As the 9 a.m. hour approached on April 

5, about 20 mostly young people gathered by 
the Bell Tower, set up a literature table and 
began chanting against the LS. When their 
hour of rally time was up, they moved to the 
sidewalk at 9th and Bank Street to wait for 
the LSers.

Around 10 a.m., about 15-20 of the racists 
marched from in front of the nearby Museum 
of the Confederacy – they were told to leave 
by staff members – and headed for Capitol 
Square. With no permit, they were forced to 
stay on the sidewalk, on 9th Street, about a 
block north of the progressives.

When drivers coming north on 9th Street 
saw the activists’ signs – “Richmond is United 
Against Racism!” and “Hip-Hop is My Heri-
tage,” they reacted by beeping their horns and 
giving the thumbs-up sign. 

After a while the LSers gave up and left, 
as far from their dream of a new Confederacy 
as they were from their plan to hold an anti-
gay-marriage rally in Richmond.

Anti-racists outmaneuver racist, 
anti-gay group at Capitol Square

Members and friends of the African 
Ancestral Chamber held a late-afternoon 
vigil in Richmond’s Shockoe Bottom Dec. 
14 to honor the life and legacy of South 
African freedom fighter and President Nelson 
Mandela. 

President Mandela died at his home in 
Johannesburg on Dec. 5. He was 95. 

Organizers said they wished to highlight 
Virginia’s solidarity with the African Diaspora 
community, and especially South Africa, in 
prayer and reflection at that time. 

The group also called for a section of 
Broad Street to be renamed Nelson Mandela 
Boulevard. Unlike most other cities in the 
country, Richmond does not even have a street 

named after the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
The vigil was held at Broad Street and 

Oliver Hill Way, named after Richmond’s 
l e g e n d a r y 
civil rights 
a t t o r n e y 
Oliver Hill 
Sr. The group 
selected the 
l o c a t i o n 
as a nod 
to Nelson 
Mande la ’s 
profess ion 
as a lawyer 
and activist. 

Photo courtesy the African Ancestral Chamber

Despite the chilly December weather, admirers of  South Africa’s Nelson Mandela hold a vigil 
to remember his legacy and call for a section of Broad Street to be renamed in his honor.

Honoring Mandela

Photo by Phil Wilayto

Richmonders turn out to say that racist, anti-LGBTQ, anti-immigrant groups like the 
League of the South are not welcome in the Capital City.

Photo by Phil Wilayto

The Rev. William J. Barber II addresses a plenary session of the 2014 Virginia Peo-
ple’s Assembly. More than 230 people attended the VPA’s 6th annual gathering.

More than 230 people turned out Jan. 4 
for the sixth Virginia People’s Assembly, an 
annual statewide gathering of progressive 
activists representing a wide range of com-
munities and issues.

This year’s VPA’s main speaker was the 
Rev. William J. Barber II, the president of 
the North Carolina NAACP who has been 
leading a massive movement against a deter-
mined right-wing legislative agenda. 

In addition to the afternoon rally where 
Rev. Barber spoke, there were 10 workshops 
and panel discussions that examined the vari-
ous causes represented by the VPA’s slogan 
of “Jobs, Peace, Justice!”

Networking, the heart of the VPA, contin-
ued throughout the day.

The event was held at Wesley Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Richmond’s East 
End where the Rev. Rodney Hunter is pastor.

6th Virginia People’s Assembly 
examines issues, builds alliances



Spring 2014 Page 5The Virginia Defender

I would like to chime in and report on things 
as I see them. 

Treatment by guards: 
For the most part, the majority of depu-

ties working within the city jail seem to try 
to treat the residents with dignity and respect. 
Unfortunately, this is far from being the rule. 
I have personally witnessed staff members 
reveling in their ability to inflict both physical 
and mental anguish upon the residents here. 
-----, recently rehired ----- (formerly a Sgt., 
rumor is he was fired for assaulting too many 
inmates), -----, -----, ----- are all notorious for 
being assaultive in their handling of residents 
who act against their wishes. 

Greivance Procedure: 
Is a joke, often grievances are not re-

sponded to and when they are the general 
consensus is “non-grievable.” 

Water: 
Contrary to what Sheriff Woody stated, 

water coolers are only available for 3 of 24 
tiers on the men’s side of the jail, these be-
ing I, J, and K (receiving, mental health, and 
kitchen workers). And yes, temperatures in 
the summer months are usually well above 
one hundred degrees until about 2-3 am, es-
pecially on the upper levels of the jail. 

Food: 
This too, is a joke. When I first arrived 

here the quality was poor and the portions 
were small. Two years later this has multi-
plied exponentially. Over the last six months 
it seems that we get less food with each meal. 
For instance, breakfast today consisted of 2 
slices of bread, 3 tater tots, 1 small spoon 
of apple sauce, and one small sausage patty. 
Lunch was 2 grilled cheese sandwiches, a ba-
nana, and a child-sized portion of baked beans 
(have not yet eaten dinner). This is probably 
the best I’ve eaten in the last week, and only 
due to the fact that the representatives from 
DOC are on the premises. 

Finally, there are 2 programs here which 
are available to help (?) inmates begin to re-
build their lives. The first is the Belief Tier 
which I can’t comment on due to lack of 
involvement. The second is the Men in Re-
covery Tier which I spent over 18 months on. 
MIR is a supposed 12-step recovery/behavior 
modification tier, and though it is an excellent 
idea in theory, the program facilitator, -----, 
is, to put it bluntly, a straight piece of shit. 
He is a pathological liar whose main goal, it 
seems, is to put residents down and to spread 
hatred among the community. 

For instance, last week he decided upon 
an initiative in which 40 of the approxi-
mately 85 men on the tier would be as-
signed to use one specific phone on the tier 
(there are 5 total) with no exceptions. The 
following day a resident of the tier made 
a bar graph while at school representing 
the total amount of inmates assigned to use 
each phone. This was done in an attempt to 
clarify the situation, as it was assumed that 
he did not fully comprehend the ramifica-
tions of his action. After the resident pre-
sented the bar graph to Mr. -----, ----- then 
waited until the resident went to school and 
had all the remaining residents assemble 
while he commented that “this is what I 
think of this,” while tearing up the graph 
and then proceeding to mimic the act of 
wiping his ass with it. He went on to make 
derogatory remarks about said inmate. How 
is this constructive or positive? But it is just 
one of countless incidents of him demean-
ing the residents of the jail while stroking 
his own ego. 

I would like to thank you all for the love 
and support you show to all members of so-
ciety. Muchos gracias and keep up the good 
work. 

[Name withheld by request.]
-----------------------------------------------------------------

September, 2013
Richmond City Jail 
I’m a inmate at the Richmond City Jail and 

I would like to share what happened to me and 
some inmates that are back here in the hole/

scheduled for Feb. 14, 2000. McGee’s sen-
tencing was scheduled for after Doss’ trial.

This time, McGee testified that Doss had 
hired him to kill McGee. 

Doss was convicted and sentenced to life-
plus-38 years.

At his subsequent sentencing hearing, 
McGee received 17 years for the murder, plus 
time for related charges.

Jermaine Doss has always maintained that 
he was innocent, offering his own explanation 
for why he was charged with murder-for-hire. 

In a prison interview with the Defender, he 
said he was approached by a Norfolk police 
detective and told that unless he came up with 
$50,000 he would be “taken off the streets.” 
Doss says he refused the extortion attempt and 
paid the consequences.

Then, in October 2000, McGee wrote Doss 
a letter in which he stated, “I had no choices 
but to lie and say that you hired me to kill 
Webb because the prosecuter [sic] and the de-
tectives kept wanting me to say. I know you 
did not know what I was planning on doing to 
Webb but I had to use you to get the plea or 
they would have killed me.”

After reading the letter, Doss’ attorney at 
the time, Andrew T. Shilling, made arrange-
ments to visit McGee at the Keen Mountain 
Correctional Center in Grundy. He took a 
sworn statement in which McGee again stated 
that Doss was not involved in Webb’s murder 
in any way and that the only reason he had tes-
tified otherwise at Doss’ trial was to avoid be-
ing sentenced to death.

McGee also stated that he had killed Webb 
because Webb had threatened both himself 
and Doss.

What followed then was a long series of 
appeals, court appearances, changes in defense 
strategy to accomodate changes in the appeal 
process — all without success. 

An appeal for a pardon in 2000 from then-
Gov. Mark Warner also failed. By this time 
Jermaine’s parents, Ray and Willie Mae Doss, 
had exhausted their savings, mortgaged their 
home, taken out loans and altogether have 
spent more than $100,000 in legal fees.

Then, in February 2011, there was a new 
development in the case. Robert Glenn Ford, 
the former Richmond detective whom Doss 
says framed him for Webb’s murder, was con-
victed of extortion in another case and then ly-
ing about it to the FBI. He is now serving a 
12-and-a-half-year sentence.

Armed with this new evidence that their 
son was telling the truth, the Dosses decided to 
try again for a governor’s pardon and have col-
lected more than 1,000 signatures on a petition 
to back up their request.

As of Defender press deadline, the family is 
preparing the formal application for a pardon. 

The public is strongly urged to support this 
campaign by signing the online petition at http://
www.change.org/petitions/virginia-gov-robert-
mcdonnell-please-pardon-jermaine-doss.

Just log on to www.change.org and 
“search” for “Jermaine Doss.”

cops, courts & prisons

isolation with me. We didn’t have but one en-
velope so we had to mail them together. 

I was on C-3-Left when a deputy and nurse 
came in for pill pass. The deputy name is ----
-, he came to my cell as he always does and 
taunted me but this time he smacked me. It 
wasn’t very hard but it still provoked me to 
spit on him. After I did that he left and Sgt. 
----- came in. As I was talking to him another 
deputy came up and I couldn’t tell who but he 
started shooting me with a paintball gun but 
instead of paint it was OC. 

Next thing I remember was being laid on 
the floor and being hit and kicked by depu-
ties. Then they pick me up and started taking 
me to A-building. When I got there they put 
me in a strip cell. I had no toilet or sink and 
no bed. I had to get x-rays and had to go to 
Medical for swelling and nose bleeding. After 
they noticed how bad it was, they stopped me 
from going to Medical. They hid me in the 
strip cell for 53 days until everything was ok. 
But I still had a black eye, and when my mom 
saw me she called C.T Woody he still haven’t 
called us back or wrote to let us know what’s 
going on. 

I really want to shine light on my situation 
because it’s not right what they put us through. 
I really thank you for what y’all are doing. 

[Name withheld.]

In their own words:

Letters from 
Richmond & 

Henrico inmates 
Editor’s Note: We receive many letters 

from jail inmates and state prisoners. Un-
fortunately, we are not able to answer all of 
them and we do not have the resources to get 
involved in individual legal cases. 

However, we do try to provide a means for 
our incarcerated sisters and brothers to air com-
plaints about the physical conditions, adminis-
trative practices or examples of abuse of power 
in the facilities where they are confined.

The following three letters contain such 
complaints. Because we are not able at this 
time to investigate the specific charges, we 
are not including the names of those officials 
being complained about.

Dec. 5, 2013
Henrico County Jail
To whom this may concern: 
I’m currently being housed at the Henrico 

County Jail in Henrico, Virginia. The reason 
I’m writing you is to gain your support and 
resources exposing the Penal Syndicate that 
is operating throughout the state of Virginia. 

Syndicate: a group of persons who com-
bine to carry out a financial or industrial un-
dertaking, a loose association of racketeers. 

Racketeers: individuals who obtain mon-
ey by an illegal enterprise. 

Virginia legislators and supporters were 
very calculating and sneaky when they pro-
posed legislation that allows all individuals sen-
tenced by local jurisdictions to state sentences 
be held in local jails upwards to two years after 
final sentencing. Every local and regional jail 
across the state began counting their money. 
Courts in each jurisdiction began aggressively 
sentencing and raising their conviction rates by 
any means necessary. All to cash in on the pot 
of gold at the end of the rainbow. 

Before the ink had dried on the legisla-
tion, the Virginia Department of Corrections 
began closing aging and deteriorating facili-
ties they owned to escape potential liability 
and lawsuits. DOC knew they were losing ac-
creditation on many of the institutions they 
used to house inmates. 

Local and regional jails throughout the 
state were naive, gullible, greedy and just plain 
hurting for money, thought they were getting 
something for nothing. What they got is a 
transfer or shift of all the responsibilities and 
liability from the DOC to them. They are now 
responsible for housing inmates in aging and 
deteriorating facilities throughout the state. 
Particularly here at the Henrico County Jail-
West, which is now some 35-40 years old. 

At one point in time when this facility 
was just opened, it wasn’t too hard to stay in 
compliance and excellent accreditation. Now 
some 35-40 years later, like everything else 
there are defects. However this administra-
tion does not seem to believe, or just don’t 
want to accept the fact, this facility is outdat-
ed and needs to be brought up to date and into 
current compliance. 

Conditions here have gotten unsafe, un-
constitutional, and unhealthy for inmates be-
ing held here upwards to two years after final 
sentencing. This is not considering a short-
time stay. 

MEWx1114
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Oct. 17, 2013
Richmond City Jail
Dear Defenders of Justice, 
I am currently incarcerated at the Rich-

mond City Jail, as I have been since September 
10th, 2011. I am writing this letter in response 
to an article I just finished reading regarding 
the conditions here which was printed in your 
Summer 2013 edition. Though I am certain 
that numerous inmates have respond (I hope), 

By Phil Wilayto

Jermaine Doss, now 40, is a former Nor-
folk business owner who was convicted in 2000 
on a charge of hiring an employee, Nathaniel 
McGee, to murder Norfolk businessman James 
Webb. All three reportedly were involved in 
drugs, as users or dealers. 

Doss and McGee are African-American. 
Webb was white, and his shooting death in 
March 1998 in his own home spread shock waves 
through his riverfront Larchmont community on 
the city’s West Side. Webb was reportedly shot 
execution-style – three shots to the back of the 
head and the upper and lower back. 

There was no evidence of forced entry, 
leading to speculation that he knew his killer.

McGee was quickly arrested and confessed 
to the murder. At first he agreed to a plea deal 
in which he would not be charged with capital 
murder – meaning he would not face the death 
– in return for testifying that Doss had hired 
him to kill Webb. 

Doss was arrested and went to trial in Oc-
tober 1998, but when McGee was called to 
testify he refused to implicate him and Doss 
was freed.

McGee himself had not yet been tried. The 
prosecution withdrew the plea agreement and 
recharged McGee with capital murder. His 
trial took place in November 1999 and he was 
convicted. 

McGee was now facing the death penalty. 
Doss was recharged and his second trial 

Photo courtesy the Doss Family

Jermaine Doss, right, receives congratulations upon graduating from a vocational 
training class at Suffolk II. He has now spent 14 years in prison for a crime his fam-
ily and supporters believe he did not commit. Gov. McAuliffe will decide his fate.

Doss family to present formal request 
for Gov. McAuliffe to pardon son
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By Jamshid Bahktiari

Could you survive on $7.25 an hour?
More than 20 people showed up at the 

Wendy’s at 4805 W. Broad St. in Richmond 
April 8 to demand better pay and working 
conditions for fast-food workers at chain res-
taurants like Wendy’s. The group, known as 
“VA RAISE UP,” is part of a national move-
ment of fast-food workers, activists and com-
munity members seeking $15 an hour and the 
right to unionize. 

Chanting the slogan “We can’t survive 
on $7.25,” movement members want to raise 
awareness about the severe conditions that 
struggling fast-food workers across the coun-
try face every day. 

“It’s really hard to survive on $7.25. It 
is impossible,” said Tanisha Green, a 26-
year-old Wendy’s employee who has been 
involved in the “VA RAISE UP” movement. 
“I have to choose between eating and paying 
rent. I don’t know how people with children 
make it work. Women are the main ones suf-
fering in the fast-food industry,” 

While opponents of the movement claim 
that $15 an hour would be too generous, or-
ganizers point out that the expectation of bet-
ter pay and a decent standard of living has 
declined in the past decades. According to 
the Economic Policy Institute, a Washing-
ton, D.C.- based think tank, if today’s federal 
minimum wage were adjusted to account for 
inflation and productivity gains since 1968, it 
would be $18.67. 

The protests were part of a national day 
of action designed to raise awareness of wage 
theft in the fast-food industry. Wage theft 
– the act of an employer withholding benefits 
and/or wages – is illegal in the United States 
under the 1938 Fair Labor Standards Act. In 
2012 the U.S. Department of Labor recovered 
the value of $280 million in back wages ille-
gally withheld by employers. This was more 
than double the $139 million value of street, 
bank, gas station and convenience store rob-
beries combined in that same year. 

“I see managers ask people to work off of 
the clock all the time,” said Green. “We con-

stantly have to work through breaks.”
McDonald’s is a main target of the fast-

food workers movement. With 35,000 restau-
rants in more than 100 countries serving nearly 
70 million customers a day, the fast-food giant 
boasted $8.6 billion in operating income in 
2012 alone. Workers involved in the protests 
say they are just asking for a fair share of these 
immense profits that their labor helps create. 

“These are the fastest-growing companies 
in the country,” Green said. “With the amount 
of work that we are dedicating, we deserve to 
be paid fairly, we deserve to be able to pay 
our bills.”

According to a report released in Octo-
ber 2013 by the National Employment Law 
Project, U.S. taxpayers pay $1.2 billion every 
year in public assistance services for McDon-
ald’s underpaid workforce. With this in mind, 
is it fair that the largest fast-food chain in the 
world is making off with billions in profits 
each year while many of its employees strug-
gle to afford the basic necessities? 

Maybe it’s time for all members of our 
community to get fairly paid for their work.

reclaiming 

our working lives

VCU students demand living wage 
for campus workers 

RVA fast-food 
workers organize 
for a living wage

By Kat McNeal

“They die alone and hungry, with nobody to 
hear their last words.” 

As Eliseo Medina spoke those words to a 
hushed audience gathered in a large, white tent 
in Richmond’s Monroe Park, he held up a bat-
tered and broken shoe he said had been found 
in the harsh desert borderland between Mexico 
and the United States. Some 500 people die 
each year making the treacherous journey north 
in search of a better life, the immigrant rights 
activist explained. 

Medina is part of Fast 4 Families, a group 
advocating immigration reform, that in Feb-
ruary began a six-week educational bus tour 
across the United States. Coinciding with the 
tour, five organizers began a 22-day fast for jus-
tice. They eventually were joined by nearly 300 
supporters who held their own fasts for periods 
ranging from a few days to two weeks. 

On the evening of April 2, the traveling 
group arrived in Richmond on the last leg of 
their journey before heading to Washington, 
D.C. During each of their three nights in Rich-
mond they held a public meeting in the Monroe 
Park tent, which was decorated with crosses, 
banners and messages of support. 

The mostly Latino tour members were 
joined by some whites and a strong contingent 
of African-Americans from Our D.C., a not-for-
profit organization that works for decent jobs 
for all District residents.

The energetic meeting, conducted in both 
Spanish and English, centered on the stories of 
those assembled, interspersed with cheers and 
chants of encouragement and prayers.

Much of the testimony demonstrated the 

tragedies of the broken U.S. immigration sys-
tem. One woman explained that, though she had 
been in this country for 10 years, she was facing 
deportation and separation from her five child-
ren. An organizer pointed out a 3-year old boy 
in a baseball cap sitting next to his mother in the 
crowd, explaining, “His dad is in detention.” 

The following night the crowd was so large 
the organizers removed the tent’s back wall so 
those outside could listen and watch. 

The current situation of the 11 million immi-
grants who live in the States without documenta-
tion is bleak, but not hopeless, the Fast 4 Families 
activists emphasize. Immigration reform is “not a 
matter of if, but when,” one organizer said to the 
cheers of those assembled. The message always 
returned to one of hope and the power of people 
joining together to make a better world. 

Eliseo Medina, who as a youth worked 
with the legendary farmworker organizer Cesar 
Chavez, quoted the union leader as saying, “Just 
because we sell our labor doesn’t mean they own 
our souls.”

When asked for the source of his own con-
fidence that reform will ultimately be adopted, 
Medina told the Defender, “This is an American 
issue, an issue of human rights. We all have a 
stake in fixing this broken system and we have a 
lot of support from the American people.”

After stopping April 7 in Harrisonburg and 
April 8 in Chantilly, the bus tour was to conclude 
April 9 in D.C. with a rally and march to House 
Speaker John Boehner’s office to deliver a let-
ter and petition with 20,000 signatures calling for 
the right to vote for common sense immigration 
reform.

To learn more about Fast 4 Families, visit: 
http://fast4families.org.

immigrant news

Photo credit: Fast 4 Families

Virginia Organizing representative Cathy Woodson expresses solidarity with im-
migration rights activists meeting in a tent erected in Richmond’s Monroe Park.

National immigrant reform bus tour 
visits Richmond, H-burg & Chantilly

By Nasiha Rashid

Since its formation in January of 2013, the 
Living Wage Campaign at Richmond’s Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University has been in a 
constant tug-of-war with the university admin-
istration. The reason? The campaign’s effort to 
bring  attention to the unfair wages paid to din-
ing-service workers by the giant food services 
contractor Aramark. 

Workers are paid $8.25 an hour. That’s 
a dollar above the minimum wage, but not 
enough to live on in the city of Richmond. To 
subsist here without government and public 
assistance, one needs to earn at least $10.39 an 
hour for a single adult and $20.43 an hour for 
an adult with one child. 

The campaign has been holding protests 
and rallies to increase awareness while trying 
to build a positive rapport with the workers. 

This past October, the campaign decided to 
pass out decorated Halloween bags with cook-
ies to workers at dining-service centers on cam-
pus. While the workers were visibly pleased 
with the harmless gift, the administration was 
not too keen on students interacting with work-
ers. Following this Worker Appreciation Event, 
the administration met with several members 
of the campaign and stressed that they were not 
allowed to solicit support for or communicate 
about the campaign with workers. 

The administrators also said that passing 
out cookies in Halloween-themed bags posed 
a viable threat to the workers – the bags could 

have contained bombs. Despite the absurdity of 
this notion, the administration politely told the 
students that the next time they did something 
of that nature, they would be reprimanded. 

Elizabeth Vializ, a VCU student and core 
member of the campaign, participated in the 
meeting and later stated, “There have been 
some misunderstandings between students and 
administrators and our interactions have not 
always been the most professional, which goes 
both ways. So maybe it’s time that both sides 
come to the table for a real conversation.”  

VCU’S tagline, “Make it Real,” seems 
ironic in light of the interactions with the 
Living Wage Campaign. The administration 
is adamant in suppressing the campaign’s 
outspoken stance on the unfair treatment of 
workers, while still creating a facade of open 
communication. While there is some support 
for better wages on campus from administra-
tors, there is no real plan or conversation for 
implementation. 

Nevertheless, since the cookie incident 
the campaign has facilitated a flash mob in 
the University Student Commons, hosted a 
one-year anniversary forum and created a zine 
titled “Can’t Survive,” which highlights the 
wage issue in the city of Richmond. 

In April, Living Wage will be planning soli-
darity actions leading up to May Day. If you’re 
interested, please “like” the “Living Wage 
Campaign at Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity” on Facebook or follow them on twitter @
LivingWageAtVCU.

King Salim Khalfani, the longtime civil 
rights advocate and former leader of the 
Virginia NAACP, has issued a statement an-
nouncing his new venture: 

“Greetings!  I am King Salim Khalfani; 
many of you know me as the Executive Direc-
tor of the Virginia State Conference NAACP.   

“I am not speaking to you in that capac-
ity but I am speaking to you based on my 
knowledge of public/private sector procure-
ment and the disparities that are hindering our 
small businesses from increasing capacity.

“Procurement transaction transparency 
in federal, state and local governments is a 
major concern with businesses and vendors 
in the Commonwealth. The 2004 and 2011 
Disparity Studies for the Commonwealth of 
Virginia confirmed what we already knew.

“Oversight brings transparency and Com-
monwealth Consultation, LLC was established 
to do what the federal, state and local govern-
ments have not done for their constituents.

“Commonwealth Consultation, LLC has 
formed a joint venture with Famous Brown’s 
and Bradley Development, LLC to be that 
oversight for businesses and vendors during 
procurement transactions with the federal, 
state and local governments.

“Commonwealth Consultation, LLC is 
the only business that utilizes and specializes 
in procurement applicable laws to enforce 
verification of compliance, transparency, and 
control the unchallenged discretionary pow-
ers of public procurement departments that 
will resolve the underutilization in awarding 
contracts in the federal, state and local gov-
ernments.     

“To learn how your business can stop be-
ing under-utilized, contact CC, LLC!

“Commonwealth Consultation, LLC, 
King Salim Khalfani at (804) 972-2525, 
Preston T. Brown (804) 615-2901 of Famous 
Brown’s, WCLM Radio, Brown’s Auto Sales 
or Earl Bradley (804) 247-0537 Bradley De-
velopment, LLC.”

community news
Former NAACP leader starts consulting business

Photo by Phil Wilayto

Fast-food workers and supporters rally 
this past February outside a McDon-
ald’s at Hull Street and West Commerce 
Road in Richmond’s South Side.
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By Ana Edwards & Phil Wilayto 

Most people in Richmond know that Vir-
ginia was long associated with slavery. Few, 
however, are aware of the central role the capital 
city played in that “peculiar institution.”

In the early days of the Trans-Atlantic slave 
trade, African men, women and children who 
survived the horrors of the Middle Passage were 
brought by ship up the James River, unloaded 
at Manchester Docks and forced to walk to the 
slave jails of Shockoe Bottom. This is the origin 
of the Richmond Slave Trail, also referred to as 
the Trail of Enslaved Africans. Richmond’s role 
in this trade actually was relatively minor com-
pared to other areas, particularly the port city 
of Charleston, South Carolina. Other cities had 
their periods as leading entry ports, including 
Boston and New York.

But Shockoe Bottom later took on a much 
larger role: instead of receiving human cargo 
from overseas, it instead functioned increasingly 
as the place of departure for enslaved Africans 
being sold from Virginia to plantations in the 
Deep South.

One big reason for the change was the Hai-
tian Revolution of 1791-1804. This was the 
world’s first successful slave insurrection to es-
tablish an independent republic and it frightened 
the U.S. political establishment to its core. Polit-
ical leaders were all for slavery, but fearful of the 
growing numbers of Black people in the country 
relative to the white population. The result was 
that in 1807 Congress banned the importing of 
Africans, with the ban taking effect the follow-
ing year. (For similar reasons, Virginia itself had 
banned importation in 1778.)

At the same time, three other things were 
happening. The world market for machine-
made linen was expanding, driving up the value 
of cotton. In 1793, Eli Whitney invented the 
cotton gin, which greatly facilitated the harvest-
ing of cotton. And with Napoleon abandoning 
his dreams of a New World empire after being 
driven from Haiti, France in 1803 sold the vast 
territory of Louisiana to the U.S. for a song.

So at the same time that the importation of 
captured Africans became illegal, the demand 
for slave labor in the Deep South had greatly 
increased as new cotton and sugar plantations 
were established. 

This led many plantation owners in Virginia 
and Maryland, where years of cotton growing 
had exhausted the soil, to realize there was more 
money to be made in selling human beings than 
in growing cotton.

In those days, slave-produced cotton truly 
was King. By the time of the Civil War, it con-
stitued 60 percent of all U.S. exports, as the 
South provided three-quarters of the world’s 
cotton, the raw material for the textile industry, 
capitalism’s first large-scale enterprise.

And none of this would have been possible 
without the free labor provided by enslaved Af-
ricans. The economics of the industry demanded 
free labor.

As the demand for this labor rose, sup-
ply rose to meet it. Virginia became what was 
known as a “breeder state” — human beings 
were literally grown as a cash crop. One suc-
cessful entrepreneur bragged that his plantations 
had produced 6,000 children for sale.

And so the great trading center of Richmond 
came into its own. By the time the Civil War 

to about 19th streets. The town whipping post 
likely stood in what is now the 17th Street Farm-
er’s Market.

For those who didn’t survive the Passage, 
or who died from their labors in the city, there 
was the municipal cemetery just north of what 
is now East Broad Street between 15th and 16th 
streets. In the center of that unhappy place was 
the town gallows, where the great slave rebellion 
leader Gabriel was executed on Oct. 10, 1800. 
Abandoned around 1816, the site was variously 
used for the City Jail and the dog pound. In the 
early 1970s it became a commercial parking lot, 
used by students and faculty at the VCU Health 
Centers. After a decade-long community strug-
gle, what is now known as the African Burial 
Ground was reclaimed from its latest owner, 
Virginia Commonwealth University, a state in-
stitution.

Then there were the offices of the many 
businesses that serviced the slave trade: law 
firms, insurance companies and the shipping and 
railroad lines. One of those railroads developed 
into the present-day CSX Corporation. To help 
attract the trade of the slave dealers, it offered 
free transportation for children.

There were blacksmith shops and dry good 
stores, including the original Thalhimer’s one-
room establishment. There were the clothing 
houses to make sure human beings waiting to be 
sold were properly dressed for viewing. 

And there were the newspapers. The media 
wasn’t located in Shockoe Bottom itself, but 
the direct predecessors of today’s Richmond 
Times-Dispatch contributed by announcing the 
auctions, complete with the number, ages and 
genders of the “products” to be sold. They also 
assisted the slave owners by publishing adver-
tisements for runaway slaves.

In this period, selling people was the single 
most profitable trade in Virginia, and in one way 
or another most of the city’s merchants and pro-
fessionals found ways to take part. For example, 
famed attorney Patrick Henry did legal work for 
Thomas Prosser, who owned Gabriel.

The trade in slaves and the profits from slave 
labor built the fortunes that allowed a privileged 
few to rise to the highest political offices in the 
country. (At some point in their lives, a total of 

12 U.S. presidents — more than a quarter — 
owned slaves.) This wealth also enabled some 
to assume the political leadership of what was 
to become the capital of the Confederacy — the 
political expression of the rule of the slavehold-
ers and their merchant allies.

But in addition to the suffering and humilia-
tion that Shockoe Bottom represents, there were 
also stories of incredible courage. From Gabri-
el’s Rebellion of 1800 to the successful mutiny 
on the slave ship Creole in 1841 to Henry “Box” 
Brown’s self-emancipation in 1849 to the thou-
sands of instances of individual defiance, this 
tradition of continuous resistance to injustice 
and brutality is a tribute to the deep resilience of 
the human spirit.

And there is another reason why present-day 
Shockoe Bottom is so ill-suited for a stadium. In 
many ways it was the crucible where the present-
day African-American community was forged.

As stated above, in the 30 years before 1865 
around a third of a million people were sold from 
Virginia, most of them out of Shockoe Bottom. 
By 1865 there were about 4.5 million Black 
people in the entire country. That means that, all 
across the United States, as well as in Canada 
and Mexico, most African-Americans have some 
ancestors who passed through the auction houses 
and slave jails of Shockoe Bottom. 

The slave prison on Goree Island off the 
coast of Senegal in West Africa is recognized as 
a sacred place for African-Americans. It is the 
bit of land where many of their ancestors were 
held before their final journey from the Mother-
land. In a similar way, Shockoe Bottom is that 
bit of land where many of the ancestors were 
held before their forced journey South to lives 
of desperate servitude. 

This is why Shockoe Bottom has signifi-
cance far beyond Virginia. There may be no 
place in the United States that holds more mean-
ing for Black Americans, with the possible ex-
ception of Sullivan’s Island in Charleston, S.C., 
through which passed an estimated 40 percent 
of Africans brought to what would become the 
United States.

Just as those of European descent can travel 
to the Statue of Liberty to see where their ances-
tors first stepped ashore in the New World, so 
Americans of African descent should be able to 
travel to Richmond to see where their ancestors 
were forced to leave behind the Old World. 

Because of all this, this small piece of land 
does not belong to Richmonders alone. It be-
longs to the whole country and especially to all 
those people whose ancestors once stood there, 
bound and chained, forced to watch while their 
mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers and 
even their own children were sold away to lives 
of torment.

Richmond’s Shockoe Bottom has the po-
tential to become an educational center of inter-
national significance. Properly preserved, this 
small area that once held such cold, commercial 
brutality could become a life-affirming place of 
study, reflection and meditation. 

Like the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 
in Washington, D.C., it could become a place 
where people of all backgrounds gather and re-
solve to never again allow such inhuman cruelty. 
It could become a place of understanding, of heal-
ing, of reconciliation born of a country finally fac-
ing the reality of its origins, finally resolving to 
make right what has been so wrong for so long.

And yet this is the area that Richmond May-
or Dwight Jones, developers like the multi-mil-
lionaire H. Louis Salomonski (who famously 
went to prison in 2003 for bribing a City official) 
and the owners of the Richmond Flying Squir-
rels AA baseball team along with their support-
ers among Richmond’s present-day merchant 
class have now targeted for a baseball stadium.

Shockoe Bottom is exactly the wrong place 
for this commercial project. We do not have the 
right to allow that kind of desecration to com-
pound all the wrongs already committed there. 

What was once a place of horror and sorrow 
must be restored materially and spiritually so 
that it can play its rightful role as a reminder of 
what once was, and what can never be allowed 
to be again.

Photo by John Moser

Defender Ana Edwards holds a sign just before it is attached to the side of the old Weiman’s 
Bakery at 17th and East Broad street. The sign reads: “Site of the Goodwin-Templeton Jail. 
This is where “Twelve Years a Slave” author Solomon Northup was held in the spring of 
1841. This is Sacred Ground — Do Not Disturb — NO STADIUM ALLOWED! Note: Of the 
10 other slavery-related sites targeted for the Revitalize RVA plan, three are also within the 
proposed stadium area.” The Goodwin jail was on 17th Street between Grace and Broad.

Defend Black History - No Stadium in Shockoe Bottom!

broke out in 1861, the downtown area known as 
Shockoe Bottom was the largest and most im-
portant slave-trading district in the United States 
north of New Orleans.

In the three decades before the end of the 
Civil War in 1865, between 300,000 and 350,000 
people of African descent were sold out of Vir-
ginia, most of them passing through the auction 
houses of Shockoe Bottom. In the decade from 
1830 to 1840 alone, it is estimated that between 
10,000 and 11,000 people were sold each year 
from Richmond and transported by ship, rail-
road or by foot, fastened together in “coffles,” to 
the sweltering fields of their new owners. 

In the process, the district bounded by Main, 
Marshall, 14th and 19th streets became one of 
the great wealth-producing areas of the South. 
And it wasn’t only slave traders who plied their 
trade there. An enterprise this large required 
many skills.

The heart of the business, of course, was 
made up of the traders themselves, some of 
them formal corporations, some free-lance in-
dividuals. Many of these had their offices and 
homes north and south of Broad Street between 
17th and 18th streets. 

But slaves also had to be held somewhere 
secure. Lumpkin’s Jail, the largest of the slave-
holding businesses, was located just west and 
north of the present Main Street Station. (This 
area, known as the “Devil’s Half Acre,” later 
housed the origins of Virginia Union Univer-
sity.) Omohundro’s Jail sat at the southeast cor-
ner of what is now 17th and East Broad streets. 
William Goodwin’s jail, on 17th Street between 
Grace and Broad, for a night held Solomon 
Northup, author of the book “Twelve Years a 
Slave,” now an Oscar-winning movie. Other 
jails or pens were scattered around the district, 
often attached to the traders’ offices.

Shockoe Bottom held some 40-50 auction 
houses, most of them along 15th Street, known 
at the time as Wall Street. Other auctions were 
held in places like the Exchange, St. Charles and 
City hotels, the Metropolitan and Odd Fellow’s 
halls and Bell Tavern, located a block or so west 
of 15th. In addition, commodity brokers, who 
sold anything, including people, had their of-
fices along East Cary Street from west of 15th 

The Significance of Richmond’s Shockoe Bottom – 
and why it’s the wrong place for a baseball stadium
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nances dealing with multiple land-use and zon-
ing issues. Depending on how the plan is finally 
presented, he will need five, six or seven of the 
nine Council members to vote yes. As of April 
9, only two members have publicly said how 
they would vote: Parker Agelasto of the 5th 
District and Reva Trammel of the 8th. Both are 
firmly opposed to a Shockoe stadium.

To promote the plan, Jones had it “vetted” 
– examined – for its finances and traffic is-
sues and now its effect on historical resources 
in the area.

The company selected to vet finances was 
Davenport & Company, an investment services 
firm that already does work for City Hall.

The company selected to examine traf-
fic issues is the Timmons Group, a long-
time Shockoe stadium booster that has been 
awarded a $150,000 city contract connected 
with the Boulevard development.

The company selected for the historical 
review is Dutton & Associates, which has a 
questionable record of doing similar work on 
Venture Richmond’s Tredegar project. (See the 
opinion piece by Charles Pool on page 13.)

All this has led critics to conclude that 
Mayor Jones has hired vetting companies he 
already knows will approve his plan.

Meanwhile, council members convinced 
the mayor to pony up $50,000 for them to 
hire an independent consultant to vet the plan 
for them.

The mayor wants the new stadium built 
by April 2016, which means he’d still be in 
office to cut the ribbon at the beginning of 
that year’s baseball season. On Feb. 24 coun-
cil voted 6-3 for a resolution to encourage the 
mayor to pursue negotiations with develop-
ers. That resolution sets an Aug. 1 deadline 
for land transfers and Dec. 1 for completing 
site preparation for construction.

Council is supposed to vote on the plan 
sometime this summer.

stadium in the first place. Jones’ chief policy 
advisor, David Hicks, has admitted that base-
ball is an “amenity” for the city – a nice thing 
to have, but it brings in no revenue, and most 
of the fans live in the surrounding counties. If 
Revitalize RVA is an economic development 
plan meant to raise revenue, why not just 
eliminate baseball from the plan altogether 
and save tens of millions of tax dollars? 

The other option is to leave baseball on the 
Boulevard. A Richmond Times-Dispatch poll 
conducted in October 2013 found that two-
thirds of those polled believed a new stadium 
should be built on the Boulevard — if it should 
be built at all. Jones says this still would bring 
in “up to” $94 million in new revenue. 

And yes, the plan also calls for $30 mil-
lion to be spent on memorializing the site of 
Lumpkin’s Jail, the African Burial Ground and 
a section of the Trail of Enslaved Africans – all 
of which are located along a narrow strip of 
land wedged between the CSX railroad tracks 
and Interstate 95. 

City Council has pledged $5 million, but 
$11 million would have to come from the Gen-
eral Assembly, which is balking. Another $14 
million would come from a private fund-rais-
ing effort which has yet to be launched. So $25 
million of the $30 million is just a promise. The 
$100 million for the stadium is a commitment.

What Revitalize RVA boils down to is a 
$100 million investment by city taxpayers that 
would allow already wealthy developers to 
build for-profit projects in the Bottom, with no 
tax benefit to the City. All new revenue depends 
on the successful development of the Boule-
vard, which assumes a lot of things, including 
no new recessions over the next 20 years.

Also, it would take 30 years to pay for the 
stadium and related infrastructure, by which 
time Richmond will need a new stadium.

To move Revitalize RVA forward, Mayor 
Jones will have to get City Council to pass ordi-

Revitalize RVA:  The developers’ plan 
promoted by Mayor Jones & Venture Richmond

Descendants   Continued from page 2

known worldwide with the motion picture 
movie “12 Years A Slave.” And though Solo-
mon Northup is one man, his story is there to 
speak for the many thousands left unheard. 
Through the preservation of the Shockoe Bot-
tom district of Richmond, VA, thousands if 
not millions of those individuals who were 
held captive and sold into slavery, those who 
were born as slaves, and those who were free 
citizens of the United States of America, yet 
kidnapped and sold into slavery, their stories 
can finally be revealed.

We are asking everyone for your support, 
and your assistance. Please understand the ge-
nealogical and archeological importance of 
preserving this section of the Shockoe Bottom 
district of Richmond, VA. Construction of the 
flawed Shockoe Bottom baseball stadium — or 
anything not respectful of the history of this site 
— will permanently destroy any possibility of 
discovering its historical relevance. 

We ask for your support in signing a peti-
tion and making an appearance at this year’s 
“149th Liberation Day” in Richmond, VA, on 
Thursday, April 3rd. On this day we celebrate 
and commemorate that day in 1865 when 

Black soldiers of the United States Colored 
Troops broke open the slave jails in Shockoe 
Bottom and freed all the slaves, thus putting 
an end to more than 200 years of slavery in 
the Confederacy’s capital city. We are also re-
questing your assistance in bringing national 
awareness by spreading the word to your local 
churches and organizations, your local schools 
and news media outlets, as well as your friends 
and family members.

Most importantly, by coming together as 
one voice, we can eliminate once and for all 
the proposal to construct a baseball stadium at a 
location that needs to be historically preserved 
— not just as a part of African American His-
tory, but as a part of American History.

Sincerely,

Clayton J. Adams
Executive Director
Solomon Northup Foundation
www.solomonnorthupfoundation.com
solomonnorthupfoundation@gmail.com

Editor’s Note: The petition Mr. Adams 
is urging people to sign can be found in the 
“Take Action Now” section of the website 
www.shockoebottom.blogspot.com.

storm water in the Bottom.) Byron Marshall, 
the mayor’s chief administrative officer, has 
told City Council it would cost $200 million 
to “solve” the floodplain problem, but that it 
could be “mitigated” – partially solved – by 
building the concourse. The reason is that the 
main legal requirement affecting building in 
a floodplain is that emergency vehicles, such 
as ambulances, must be able to get in and out 
during a flood. The concourse would be high 
enough to allow that.

The stadium and related infrastructure de-
velopment would cost some $100 million, in 
public money. That’s without cost overruns, 
which are typical for large construction proj-
ects. (Unlike the minor-league baseball team 
planning a new stadium in Fredericksburg, 

largely on its own dime, Richmond’s Flying 
Squirrels want the city to pay for the stadium, 
which they would then lease.)

Marshall explains that tax revenue from 
the stadium’s surrounding development would 
cover the $100 million, over 30 years – but 
leave nothing for the City. All new revenue 
would come from developing the Boulevard.

Point: The mayor’s office has never ex-
plained why it’s necessary to build a new 

Staff Report

Richmond Mayor Dwight C. Jones says 
his Revitalize RVA plan is basically about 
economic development. Removing the Dia-
mond baseball stadium from the Boulevard, 
where baseball has been played for nearly 60 
years, would free up half the 60 acres there 
that are targeted for development. 

This is prime real estate property and the 
hope is that developing it would produce “up 
to” $187.6 million in new tax revenue over 
the next 20 years. A new, state-of-the art sta-
dium would be built downtown in Shockoe 
Bottom, on land that is now mostly vacant. 

New development planned for the area 
around the stadium include a hotel, supermar-

ket, apartments, parking deck and possibly 
some office space. The stadium also would 
have a concourse – an open area for pedestri-
ans and vehicles.

One big challenge is that this area of 
Shockoe Bottom lies in a floodplain – a level 
area prone to flooding during major storms 
(or, as happened in 2004 during Tropical 
Storm Gaston, when someone neglects to 
open the gates to the flood wall and traps 

Local media reported that more than 500 people turned out for the Feb. 24 Richmond City Council meeting at which council was expected to vote on the mayor’s development plan. 
(They didn’t.) The overflow crowd filled a nearby conference room and hallways. Those against the stadium outnumbered suppporters by 3 to 1. The banner to the left reads “MAYOR 
JONES IS SELLING OUR CITY.” Along the side wall is a line of people wearing red T-shirts that together spell out “NO STADIUM IN SHOCKOE BOTTOM.”                Photo by John Moser

Photo by John Moser

Cultural anthropologist Dr. Kim Allen, center, addresses crowd during Liberation Day 
2014. Dr. Allen had previously organized a stadium-related anthropology symposium 
that examined how a serious historical resources study should be conducted. 

Wealthy Richmond businessman H. Louis 
Salomonsky is Shockoe Bottom’s biggest resi-
dential property owner, and he hopes to get 
even bigger. Along with his business partner 
David White, Salomonsky wants to be the 
developer who builds some 500 apartments 
near the proposed Shockoe Bottom stadium. 
White has said the stadium is essential to their 
plan, because its proximity would allow them 
to charge high rents for the apartments.

You may remember Mr. Salomonsky. He 
use to be vice chair of the city’s Industrial De-
velopment Authority. That is, until 2003, when 
he was sent to prison for bribing a member of 
City Council on a development-related issue. 
(That official is no longer on council.)  

When he got out of prison, Salomonsky 
made the news again, this time for his at-
tempted creative use of the tax city’s abate-
ment provisions. At the time, he was building a 
$24 million, 131-unit apartment complex at 18th 
and East Cary streets in Shockoe Boottom. Ac-
cording to a May 7, 2013, story in Style Weekly, 
he spent $50,000 to move a useless, old pump 
house 262 feet to make it part of the complex, 
thus qualifying for 10 years of tax breaks, an 

expected total of $2.44 million, until publicity 
forced the City to re-examine the deal.

Salomonsky also has some very specific 
ideas on what’s wrong with Richmond.

“Right now we have a ghetto of people mak-
ing between $30,000 and $50,000 a year and we 
have a dearth of people making from $50,000 to 
$100,000 a year,” he told WRIR “Open Source” 
host Chris Dovi in a May 2013 radio interview. 
“And we need that higher level of education and 
employment to balance the city.”

This longtime, close friend of former Virgin-
ia Governor and Richmond Mayor L. Douglas 
Wilder also had a solution for this “problem”:

With “a future metamorphosis of minorities 
moving to the counties for better schools, the 
empty nesters, both older and younger moving 
into the city, with no children and the decline in 
the school system, you will eventually see the 
city’s tax rate below that of the counties. And on 
that day the city will be, let’s say 25 to 40 years 
from now, infinitely wealthier than the counties, 
but we — it’s still a foot race to get there.”

And this is the guy whose development 
plan the allegedly social justice-minded, anti-
poverty mayor is so strongly promoting.

Spotlight on a Player
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would modify the City Charter to give Rich-
mond voters more control over projects like 
Revitalize RVA. Proposition A requires that a 
formal historical and economic impact review 
be conducted before approval of any develop-
ment plans for Shockoe Bottom. Proposition 
B makes it easier to add a referendum to the 
ballot before the city can issue bonds for sports 
stadium projects or arenas. 

If approved, both changes would take ef-
fect in 2015. Even though City Council is ex-
pected to vote on the mayor’s plan before then, 
the referendum group believes its effort can 
have both short- and long-term impacts. 

In the short term, the referendum drive can 
have an effect on the vote that council is sched-
uled to take on Revitalize RVA this summer. 

The long-term effect may be even more 
significant, because if these propositions are of-
ficially enacted they will have a direct effect on 
zoning, land acquisition and related decisions 
that council will have to make during construc-
tion if Revitialize RVA does get approved.

Petitions are now on the streets, being cir-
culated by volunteers. To be legally valid, sig-
natures must come from registered Richmond 
voters. There is no online option – the signa-
tures must be ink on paper. For the proposi-
tions to get on the ballot, 9,800 valid signa-
tures must be gathered by Aug. 1. 

For more information or to assist with the 
effort, you can visit this website: http://citi-
zensreferendumgroup.wordpress.com

By John Moser

Mayor Dwight C. Jones has an economic 
development plan he calls Revitalize RVA. 
Some Richmonders say they like it, some say 
they don’t. This November, both groups may 
get an opportunity to express their opinion and 
make it legally binding.

Over the past few months, a group of Rich-
mond residents has organized a referendum 
drive in response to the plan that commits tax 
dollars to the construction of a stadium, hotel, 
supermarket, apartments and offices in the his-
toric Shockoe Bottom district.

With the mayor moving ahead on the plan 
while City Council is either unable or unwill-
ing to take decisive action, the Citizens Ref-
erendum Group believes Richmond voters 
should have the final say in whether or not Re-
vitalize RVA goes forward.

The group is working to get two proposi-
tions on the ballot in November, both of which 

Staff Report

Last fall, opponents of a Shockoe stadi-
um put forward their alternative development 
plan, shared it with City Council and posted it 
at www.shockoebottom.blogspot.com.

The plan allows all the development out-
lined in Revitalize RVA, but instead of a sta-
dium in Shockoe Bottom there would be a 
memorial park – a Sacred Ground Historical 
District. Without a stadium, the floodplain is-
sue could be addressed for about $20 million, 
and the City will have to do that anyway in or-
der to build anything new in that area. Baseball 
could stay on the Boulevard, either with a new 
stadium or by renovating the Diamond. 

The memorial park would be created by 
taking the two city blocks between East Broad 
and East Grace streets and the CSX railroad 
tracks and 17th Street and combining it with 
the site of Lumpkin’s Jail and the African Buri-
al Ground. This would create one eight-block 
area. That area would then be landscaped and 
united by extending the Trail of Enslaved Af-
ricans. Visitors could walk while contemplat-
ing or engaging the history through markers or 
sheltered interactive displays. There could be 
areas for sitting, eating, reading.

An attractive new waterway could be 
created to represent Shockoe Creek, while 
satisfying a standing federal requirement to 
separate sewage and storm water.

The two additional blocks for the park are 
now either city land or vacant lots owned by 
the Loving family and currently assessed at 
about $2.2 million. The $5 million promised 
by council should cover that amount plus the 
landscaping, which could provide jobs for the 
unemployed.

Creating such a park would accomplish 
two things: It would once and for all settle 
the question of putting a stadium in Shockoe 
Bottom, since there wouldn’t be enough room 
left to build one there. And, unlike the may-
or’s plan, it would preserve enough land so 
visitors could get some sense of the enormity 
of the slave trade as it was practiced here.

After that, there should be a genuine com-
munity conversation to decide whether to fur-
ther develop the Historical District, and, if so, 
how that development should proceed. Should 
there be a museum? A genealogy center? Un-
earthing the site of Lumpkin’s Jail to reveal 
the original stone foundation? Should there be 
signage, sculpture, statues of Gabriel, Solomon 
Northup, Mary Bowser, Madison Washington, 
Elizabeth Van Lew and other heroes who had 

The Alternative Plan

Stadium opponents launch
referendum drive

Graphic by ------------------------- for The Virginia Defender

a relationship to the site? The possibilities 
are endless, but the descendant community – 
Black people – should have the primary say in 
what happens to this land so central to its his-
tory, as well as how that history is preserved, 
memorialized and interpreted.

But would anybody be interested in visit-
ing such a Historic District?

The city of Charleston, S.C., thinks so. 
City promoters there say the majority of 

Black people in the United States could trace 
some ancestry to the city’s Sullivan Island, 
where 40 percent of all Africans brought to 
what would become the United States were 
first brought. That’s why Charleston, under 
the leadership of longtime Mayor Joseph P. 

Riley, Jr., is building a $75 million Interna-
tional African American Museum to explore 
the city’s role in the Trans-Atlantic slave 
trade. Charleston’s population is about 60 
percent that of Richmond’s.

Similarly, the majority of African-Ameri-
cans could trace some ancestry to Richmond’s 
Shockoe Bottom, once the center of the U.S. 
domestic slave trade. Properly developed, the 
Sacred Ground Memorial Park would have 
the potential to draw millions of visitors, 
who – unlike county residents attending a mi-
nor-league ballgame – would rent motel and 
hotel rooms, eat in restaurants and visit the 
city’s other attractions. This influx of tourism 
spending and the resulting tax dollars could 

more than make up for any revenue lost from 
keeping baseball on the Boulevard.

So which will it be, Richmond? Reclaim-
ing and properly memorializing our tortured 
past, along with its redemptive story of resis-
tance, survival and reconciliation? 

Or being known as the former Capital of 
the Confederacy which celebrated the end of 
the Civil War and Emancipation by building a 
commercial ballpark on the site of one of the 
most sacred sites in African-American history?

The choice is ours.

Editor’s note: The Sacred Ground Me-
morial District was originally part of a larger 
Vision Plan. Both plans can be viewed at 
www.shockoebottom.blogspot.com.

Staff Report

Linsey Williams and Justin Dixon Nor-
thup Giliam stood on the very spot where in 
1841 their ancestor Solomon Northup, author 
of the book “Twelve Years a Slave,” spent a 
night in a Shockoe Bottom slave jail, 

The site is targeted by Mayor Dwight C. 
Jones and developers for a baseball stadium.

Taking turns, the cousins read the ac-
count Northup wrote of his brief time in 
Richmond.

Listening were more than 200 people who 
turned out April 3 to celebrate Liberation Day 
2014, the 149th anniversary of the day Union 
troops, led by Black soldiers, marched into 

the capital of the Confederacy and ended 
nearly 200 years of slavery in the city.

Also participating in the program, which 
included a tour of slavery-related sites in 
the Bottom, were Sacred Ground Historical 
Reclamation Project Chair Ana Edwards; 
Elegba Folklore Society Founder Janine 
Bell; Lillie A. Estes of ALO Community 
Strategy Consulting; cultural anthropologist 
Dr. Kim Allen; Richmond historian Eliza-
beth Kambourian; African Ancestral Cham-
ber Member Janet “Queen Nzinga” Taylor; 
All As One The Vision Richmond Chapter 
President Vinny Weeks; and Defender Edi-
tor Phil Wilayto.

After the Northup descendants finished 

Linsey Williams of Fred-
ericksburg, a great-great-
great-great-grandaughter 
of “Twelve Years a Slave” 
author Solomon Northup, 
reads from his book at the 
site of the Shockoe Bot-
tom slave jail where he was 
once held. To her left is her 
cousin Justin Dixon Nor-
thup Giliam.

Photo by John Moser

reading, participants attached a “No Stadi-
um Allowed” sign over a “No Parking” sign 
on the wall of the nearby Weiman’s Bakery. 
The property was purchased a year ago by H. 
Louis Salomonsky, the notorious Richmond 
developer who hopes to build 500 high-rent 
apartments around the stadium.

An Associated Press story on the April 
3 event was carried by media around the 
world, as was a follow-up story.

‘12 Years a Slave’ author’s descendants
speak out against a Shockoe stadium

L E G E N D
   1.  Memorial District Boundary                 9.  Shockoe Creek Canal Extension
   2.  Lumpkin’s Jail Archeological Site       10.  Pedestiran-only block of historic
   3.  Winfree Cottage (not the orginial site)       Grace Street
   4.  Richmond African Burial Ground                          
   5.  CSX Railroad, North & South Bound                                                
   6.  Blocks to be acquired & landscaped                                
   7.  Possible Museum & Geneology Center                     
   8.  Extension of the Trail of Enslaved Africans                

P Parking
Trail
Park Area

Canal Extension
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Urban AWARENESS, Inc.
CONTACT: Jah Sparkks – 804-301-8091 or 
urbanaware14@gmail.com

NATIONAL MEDIA EXPOSURE
A project to try and get more national media 
attention on the stadium issue, especially in 
the Black press and radio.
CONTACTS: Danita Green
– DanitaRountreeGreen@gmail.com
Phil Wilayto
– DefendersFJE@hotmail.com

VIDEO
A Collective X project to produce a video of 
people explaining why they oppose a Shock-
oe Bottom stadium. “Collective X uses social 
media and direct action to spread awareness 
of the issue and promote public participation 
in the struggle against the stadium.”
CONTACT:  Collective X
– collectivexrva@gmail.com

THE VIRGINIA DEFENDER
– SPECIAL STADIUM ISSUE
This Spring issue of The Virginia Defender 
is an expanded edition (16 pages, 20,000 
copies) with half the paper devoted to the 
stadium issue. (Thanks to Shockoe Resis-
tance for helping raise the money to make 
this possible.) VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 
to help get this issue out into the community.
CONTACT: Phil Wilayto – 804-644-5834 
or DefendersFJE@hotmail.com

PROJECTS
ENDANGERED PLACES LISTING 
BY THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
This effort has nominated Shockoe Bottom to 
be included in the Trust’s list of 11 Most En-
dangered Places. “If successful, this inclusion 
would bring national exposure to the travesty 
Mayor Jones, Venture Richmond and devel-
opers are proposing for the Bottom.” 
CONTACT:  David Herring 
– cdeherring@verizon.net

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE & THE 
STADIUM ISSUE
CONTACT: Brig Allen

IRS COMPLAINT CONCERNING VEN-
TURE RICHMOND’S POSSIBLE MIS-
USE OF ITS NON-PROFIT STATUS
CONTACT:  Scott Burger – scottburger@
mac.com

PETITION TO BOYCOTT
THE FLYING SQUIRRELS
https://www.change.org/petitions/mayor-
dwight-jones-we-are-boycotting-flying-squir-
rels-shockoe-stadium-proposal
As of April 2, 1,132 people have signed the 
following online petition: “We, the under-
signed, stand in opposition to the Mayor’s 
Shockoe stadium proposal. There are many 
reasons to oppose a stadium in Shockoe Bot-
tom: the questionable finances of the devel-
opers’ plan, parking, traffic, leaving the best 
and most accessible site for baseball in the 
city and disrespecting the incredible history 
of what once was the largest slave-trading 
district north of New Orleans. Some of us are 
county residents who do not want to travel 
into the Bottom for a baseball game. As long 
as the Shockoe stadium proposal is still a 
threat, from this point forward we promise to 
boycott the Flying Squirrels’ baseball games 
and other supporting businesses. This is not 
something we take lightly- many of us like the 
Flying Squirrels and recognize the harmful 
economic effect that this boycott will have. 
However, with the Mayor and proponents not 
allowing a referendum or citizens’ vote on 
the Shockoe stadium proposal, and in effect 
muting our political voice, we have decided it 
is time to exercise our economic voice.”
CONTACT:  Scott Burger
– scottburger@mac.com

REFERENDUM
A petitioning campaign to gather enough sig-
naures to put two stadium-related questions 
on the November 2014 ballot. VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED.
CONTACT:  John Moser
– jmoser@moser-productions.com

SECTION 106 REVIEW
Certain construction projects require a Sec-
tion 106 Review, in which federal agencies 
must consult with the local State Historic 
Preservation Office about historic resources 
that may be endangered by the project. If 
a project is determined to adversely impact 
these resources, a plan must be developed 
to mitigate the damaging effect. 
CONTACT:  David Herring – cdeherring@
verizon.net

UNESCO HISTORIC STATUS
Richmond City Councilman Parker Agelasto 
(5th District) has proposed that City Council 
ask the mayor’s office to pursue Shockoe 
Bottom being listed as a site of international 
historic interest by the United Nations Orga-
nization for Education, Science and Culture 
(UNESCO).
CONTACT:  Parker Agelasto – parker.
agelasto@richmondgov.com

RELATED ISSUES
TREDEGAR & VENTURE RICHMOND 
CONTACT:  Scott Burger - scottburger@
mac.com

MONROE PARK & VENTURE RICH-
MOND
CONTACT:  Kat McNeil - activerva@gmail.com

RESOURCES
SHOCKOE BOTTOM HISTORICAL 
RESEARCH
CONTACT:  Elizabeth Kambourian – Rich-
mond Historian – elizabe309@aol.com
CONTACT:  Ana Edwards, Chair, Sacred 
Ground Historical Reclamation Project – 804-
644-5834 or DefendersFJE@hotmail.com

VIDEO DOCUMENTING OF PUBLIC 
MEETINGS & EVENTS
Martin Images
CONTACT:  David Martin – martinimages-
news@aol.com
Silver Persinger
CONTACT:  Silver Persinger – Silver.
Persinger@gmail.com - https://vimeo.com/al-
bum/2761360

ACTIONS & EVENTS
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE ACTION 
IF CITY COUNCIL VOTES FOR A 
SHOCKOE BOTTOM STADIUM
(Time, date & place to be decided.)
The Defenders for Freedom, Justice & Equal-
ity are calling for a civil disobedience action 
to block construction of a baseball stadium 
in Shockoe Bottom. April 10, seven people 
have committed to risking arrest by standing 
in front of the bulldozers. MORE VOLUN-
TEERS ARE NEEDED. Exact details of the 
action will be worked out by the people who 
volunteer.
CONTACT:  Phil Wilayto – 804-644-5834 or 
DefendersFJE@hotmail.com

Sat., April 12: 
CIVIL WAR AND EMANCIPATION 
DAY: THE 150th ANNIVERSARIES 
– All-day event to understand slavery, civil 
war, and emancipation. 9:30 am – 5 pm. “The 
Future of Richmond’s Past, a partnership 
of more than 25 organizations and activity 
centers, presents the Fifth Annual Civil War 
and Emancipation Day: 150th Anniversaries. 
Come see your history in action! This free 
event will bring history to life throughout the 
city of Richmond, Va. The number of visitors 
each year has increased, with participants 
eager to see their history in action. The day 
includes free admission to more than 25 his-

torical sites and attractions and free shuttle 
service throughout the day. 10:30 am: Ana 
Edwards of the Sacred Ground Histori-
cal Reclamation Project will conduct a tour 
of Richmond’s African Burial Ground while 
speaking about Gabriel’s Rebellion.
Sponsor: Future of Richmond’s Past. 
Information: http://civilwar.emancipation-
day.net/ and Civil War and Emancipation 
Day’s Facebook posts.

OTHER GROUPS 
WORKING TO OPPOSE
A SHOCKOE STADIUM:
African Ancestral Chamber
“Outreach, education and activism to 
preserve and maintain the sacredness and 
legacy of African ancestors.”
CONTACT:  Omowale Deane – 804-437-
0681 or AfricanChamber2011@gmail.com
All As One the Vision
CONTACT:  Vinny Weeks, President, Rich-
mond Chapter
ALO Community Strategy Consulting
CONTACT:  Lillie Estes
Preservation Richmond
http://preservationvirginia.org
Partnership for Smarter Growth
www.psgrichmond.org

FACEBOOK PAGES
Defend Black History! 
No Stadium in Shockoe Bottom!
Provides information about ongoing efforts 
and upcoming events to stop a Shockoe 
stadium, with an emphasis on the right of the 
Black community to decide what will happen 
with its sacred sties.

No Stadium in Shockoe Bottom!
No description posted on the site.

Say No to a Stadium in Shockoe Bottom
“Mayor Jones’ Shockoe stadium plan 
desecrates an historic Richmond area and 
puts taxpayers on the hook by privatizing the 
profits and socializing the risk.”

Shockoe Resistance
“No Shockoe Stadium. Not Today. 
Not Tomorrow. Never.”
Solicits donations to fund an electronic 
billboard, yard signs and stickers opposing a 
Shockoe stadium.

WEBSITES
No Stadium in Shockoe Bottom! 
Defend Richmond’s African History!
www.shockoebottom.blogspot.com
“An Urgent Appeal to all people of good will to 
help prevent plans to put a baseball stadium in 
Richmond’s Shockoe Bottom, one of the most 
important historical sites for people of African 
descent in all of North America.” Hosted by the 
Defenders for Freedom, Justice & Equality.

Sacred Ground Historical 
Reclamation Project
http://sacredgroundproject.blogspot.com
A project of the Defenders for Freedom, Justice 
& Equality, the Sacred Ground Historical Recla-
mation Project was established on October 10, 
2004 to apply historical insight to contemporary 
dynamics to help oppressed peoples exercise 
their right to self-determination.

The Virginia Defender 
http://defendersfje.tripod.com/id3.html
Current and past issues of The Virginia Defend-
er newspaper, with comprehensive coverage of 
the stadium struggle and related topics.

OUTREACH
BILLBOARDS, YARD SIGNS 
& STICKERS
https://www.facebook.com/
shockoeresistance?ref=br_tf
The “Shockoe Resistance” Facebook page 
raises money to maintain an electronic bill-
board with rotating messages opposing the 
stadium, as well as signs and stickers.
CONTACT: Farid Alan Schindtzius
– faridalan@gmail.com

PRESSURE ON CITY COUNCIL
http://www.change.org/petitions/city-of-rich-
mond-mayor-dwight-c-jones-and-city-council-
oppose-building-a-baseball-stadium-develop-
ment-in-shockoe-bottom
As of April 10, more than 3,800 people have 
signed this online and hard-copy petition 
addressed to Mayor Jones and Richmond 
City Council: “I oppose building a baseball 
stadium in the Shockoe Bottom district of 
Richmond, Virginia, a place of great historical 
importance to people of African descent.” 
Petitioners are concentrating on council 
districts where community pressure might 
help convince a council member to change 
his or her vote. MORE VOLUNTEERS ARE 
NEEDED.
CONTACT: Phil Wilayto – 804-644-5834 
or DefendersFJE@hotmail.com.

EDUCATIONAL TOURS OF 
SHOCKOE BOTTOM
African Ancestral Chamber – “Outreach, 
education and activism to preserve and main-
tain the sacredness and legacy of African 
ancestors.”
CONTACT:  Omowale Deane – 804-437-
0681 or AfricanChamber2011@gmail.com

Sacred Ground Historical Reclamation 
Project – “As the cultural heart of the De-
fenders for Freedom, Justice and Equality, 
the mission of the Sacred Ground Historical 
Reclamation Project is to draw the connec-
tions of past to present into a stronger web of 
knowledge and planning for the future.”
CONTACT:  Ana Edwards – 804-644-5834 
or DefendersFJE@hotmail.com

Defend Black History - No Stadium in Shockoe Bottom!

How YOU can get involved
The struggle to stop a baseball stadium from being built in Shockoe Bot-
tom, one of the most important Black historic sites in the entire country, 
has grown into a mass movement in which many individuals and groups 
are now active. Below is a list of different projects, events and resourc-
es, along with contact information for the organizers. If you want to get 
involved, pick an area of work or start one of your own. And if we’ve 
missed something, please let us know and we’ll add it to the list.

Explanation of the 
AAC Trail Image

(See poster on the previous page.)

The logo of the Richmond 
Slave Trail Commission 
(STC) is represented by 
the image of Africans in 
coffles, including a baby 

on his mother’s back. 
This image of the Afri-

can American holocaust 
focuses on a cultural 

misery, but does nothing 
to express the European 
role in the slave travesty. 
To counter this portrayal 

(and suggested to the 
STC for trail use), the 

African Ancestral Cham-
ber created an alterna-
tive image, symbolizing 

the struggle and ultimate 
victory from shackles of 
oppression. The image 

includes a sunrise, repre-
senting a new day in the 
interpretation of slavery, 
and the ankh represents 
life. It was also adopted 

as a symbol to represent 
NO STADIUM in 

SHOCKOE BOTTOM.
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In our opinion
Shockoe Bottom and 
the right of oppressed 

peoples to self-determination
Who has the right to decide what happens to Shockoe 

Bottom, once the site of the largest slave-trading district 
in the country north of New Orleans?

A small group of wealthy businesspeople — almost 
all of whom are white — believe they do. They prove it 
by the arrogant way they’re trying to ram their Revitalize 
RVA development scheme down the public’s throat.

Mayor Dwight C. Jones obviously feels that he should 
be able to say what happens to the Bottom. He demon-
strates that position by the way he has already started to 
implement Revitalize RVA before the City Council has 
ever voted on it.

And certain opponents of a Shockoe stadium who, 
like the developers, are also of the European persuasion, 
think they have the right to decide what should be done 
with this small piece of land that is so significant to Black 
history. That’s why they have been promoting the idea 
of a referendum to vote on the matter. To build or not to 
build — that is the question, to be decided by a majority-
white electorate.

We say no. Some things should not be put to a major-
ity vote.

Suppose someone collected enough signatures to put 
this question on the ballot: “Should we bring back slavery 
for Black people? Yes or no?”

Too outrageous? Couldn’t happen?
OK, how about this one: “Certain people should not 

be allowed to get married if their union would be against 
MY religion - Yes or no?”

(By the way, I was referring to interracial marriage.)
Some things are matters of principle, and some are 

matters of expediency. Some things we can discuss and 
compromise on, some we cannot and should not.

Some things are just sacred.
We do not live in a “post-racial” world. Despite final-

ly electing the country’s first Black president — whose 
domestic policy is like a moderate Republican and whose 
foreign policy is like a pro-war Democrat — the majority 
of Black people still face personal and institutional rac-
ism in their daily lives. 

Whole neighborhoods are labeled “food deserts” be-
cause the big supermarkets refuse to build stores there. 

Predominently white counties like Chesterfield and 
Henrico refuse to allow city-county bus service that 
would enable the inner-city unemployed to find work.  

 New studies find that Black schoolchildren — in kin-
dergarten! — are suspended (!) at higher rates than white 
schoolchildren.

And the court system dispenses the best justice that 
money can buy.

But it’s deeper than just discrimination. Black people 
in the United States constitute a “nation within a nation.” 
In addition to all they rights they are supposed to have 
by reason of being a human being, and the rights they 
are supposed to have by reason of being a citizen, Black 
people also have the right to self-determination.

A people who have experienced a common oppres-
sion, who have been shaped into a people by that oppres-
sion and by their resistance to it, have the right to deter-
mine their own road to liberation — their own future. 

That road cannot be determined by people from the 
same nation that has oppressed them.

Shockoe Bottom does belong to everyone — to the 
descendants of the original people who lived there, to 
Quakers and Masons and Jews and others who have deep 
historical ties and to all of us who love Richmond.

But no one else has gone through the collective exper-
ience that Black people have gone through in Shockoe 
Bottom. (Please take a moment to read the piece on  
the history and significance of this area on page 7 of 
this issue of the Defender.)

We are not opposed to the referendum, and we en-
courage people to sign it. As it was finally worded, it 
doesn’t call for a vote on a Shockoe Bottom stadium. 
Instead, calls for a commission to be set up to research 
and preserve the history. (We’re told we may have had 
something to do with the wording. Who knows.)

But when all is said and done, the Black commu-
nity must have the primary say in what happens to 
Shockoe Bottom.

Once the stadium idea is defeated, there needs to 
be an honest community conversation about the future 
of the Bottom. And we all need to participate in that 
discussion.

But the Black community has a special right to de-
cide: the right of self-determination.

you for the 1,000th time. 
 I’ve heard it said, true or not I do 

not know, that there is talk amongst you 
all that you expect opposition to melt 
away with time. Please do not delude 
yourselves with that thought. Many of 
us have been working for recognition 
of the importance of the Shockoe Bot-
tom district for many years and will 
not simply fade away.  We have in-
vested much time, energy, and money 
in this effort, contrary to what one of 
your members publicly claimed.  I for 
one, was extremely insulted by her 
diatribe from the council dais. 

I am pleased to see this article by 
Mr Gerner which appeared in both 
the Henrico and Chesterfield Monthly 
magazines. History does not start with 
the latest comment. This issue is more 
than just a Richmond issue. 

 Thank you for your consideration,

Allan Levenberg
RICHMOND

Richmond Sister Cities Commission
Virginia Friends of Mali
Ambassador from the United States 

to the Festival sur le Niger, Mali

My councilwoman, Graziano, has 
supported both these as well as the R-
------ deal, which she laughably said 
“will put Richmond on the map.”

David Meade Bernard
RICHMOND

Letter to City Council

I have communicated a number of 
times to my 3rd District Councilman 
Mr Chris Hilbert and City Council 
President Charles Samuels and they 
are both aware of my strong opposition 
to Mayor Jones’ development plan to 
put a Baseball Stadium on the Shock-
oe Bottom historic district. I have not 
made my opposition known to others 
on council other than by my presence 
in opposition at the last few council 
meetings.

I am not opposed to development 
in the Shockoe Bottom area.  I am 
opposed to the Mayor’s ill-conceived 
vision to place a stadium on those 
grounds. My opposition has moral, 
ethical, and financial bases. You all 
know what those issues entail so it 
is not necessary to spell them out to 

Colombian solidarity

I wanted to express my deep grati-
tude for your efforts to open a venue 
for me to talk about Afro-Colombians 
and for your warm and generous hospi-
tality. But I want also to thank you for 
the work you are all doing to remind 
people in the U.S. about the presence 
of African people and sustain visible 
and valuable that presence through his-
tory and today.

Our struggles are connected and I 
want to find ways to support yours also. 
At least, I will make sure my comrades 
in Colombia learn about the history of 
African Americans in Richmond and 
your struggle to protect the histori-
cal area where whites want a stadium. 
White supremacy has made all efforts 
to destroy the memory of our ancestry, 
knowing that with that destroys our 
sense of belonging and identity. 

We must continue struggling to 
keep visible and alive the African root 
of our presence and contributions on 
this continent.

Thank you so much.

Charo Mina-Rojas
COLUMBIA

Afro-Colombian activist Charo 
Mina-Rojas spoke March 21 at a De-
fender forum in Richmond on the 
struggles of Afro-Colombian women 
in Colombia.

The Diamond is fine
In addition to the misuse of pub-

lic funds and impact on Shockoe 
Bottom’s historical legacy, there are 
big environmental reasons to oppose 
any megaproject in Shockoe Bot-
tom. We should not be building in a 
floodplain, particularly a floodplain 
through which all sewer and storm 
runoff from north Richmond flows. 
This project would cause water qual-
ity and flooding problems. The Dia-
mond is fine, we do not need a new 
baseball stadium. 

Have you followed the McGuire 
Woods tower and the Health Diag-
nostic Lab subsidies from the city? In 
both cases you have successful busi-
nesses that profit from and require ac-
cess to the State Capitol or MCV. Yet 
they threaten to leave and get more 
than $15 million in city giveaways. 
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Connect the Dots:
Respect for the VALUE of African Life

By Janet “Queen Nzinga” Taylor
The Ancients knew that, according to the 

transition ritual and the feather of Maat by 
which a person’s heart is measured, TRUTH, 
honor, JUSTICE, harmony and LOVE were 
the only requirements for a long, prosperous 
and peace-filled life. I am also reminded of a 
book I read many years ago titled, “All I Really 
Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten.”

In both cases, however particularly in 
regard to the “wise-dom “of the Ancients, 
life really is quite simple. Our basic values, 
desirably good but far too often bad, are firmly 
entrenched by the age of five or six years. Our 
behavior during the time afterwards is merely 
a repetition based on those values in one 
form or another. A very interesting and, dare 
I say, factual premise upon which to build and 
grow.

Keeping that in mind, then we must also 
remember there are NO isolated events. What 
has happened previously ALWAYS affects, 
either directly or indirectly, what will inevitably 
happen next and so on. What does that actually 
have to do with Maat and Kindergarten, you 
ask? Why, EVERYTHING! I suppose this 
would be the perfect opportunity to reveal I 
stand proudly among the ranks of those who 
oppose construction of this stadium, but that in 
no way influences my perception of the REAL 
issue. And, the REAL issue has absolutely 
nothing to do whatsoever with the building of 
this stadium or any other edifice. What echoes 
in my mind’s eye is an overall lack of respect 
for the VALUE of African life!

Calm down, calm down! Many people do 
not like to talk about race, but “you cannot fix 
what you will not face.” 1  And, even if you 
may be guilty of an occasional mea culpa or 
faux pas, that does not automatically make 
you a racist, just ignorant which is simply 
“not knowing.” However, race ultimately 
permeates every aspect of everything every 
day, but most of the time the nuances are very 
subtle, hardly noticeable. The key, though, is 
changing the manner in which we respond to 
those situations and adjusting our subsequent 
behavior accordingly.

Let us now take that information, expound 
upon it and then ”connect the dots” to the 
current situation in Richmond, namely the 
latest attempt to construct a stadium in 
Shockoe Bottom. It is well documented 
and accepted that this area was previously a 
“booming slave-trading” district, possibly 
the second-largest at that time. That, in and 
of itself, makes it essential to not only the 
history of Richmond, but the entire country.  
So, then, what genius came up with the idea 
the first time? And, of course, opposition to 
the stadium has now segued into opposition 
to progressive development for Richmond’s 
future. That is a prime example of the sleight 
of hand “okie-doke”—distract the audience 
long enough so that they do not realize they 
are being “tricked.”  In this case those holding 
the purse strings have become quite adept.

Aside from the sheer ridiculousness of 
this project and its expectations in general, the 
one glaring fact is the proposed site is right 
smack dab in the middle of a flood plain! Holy 
craziness, Batman! And, if you truly believe 
any manmade structure, such as a flood wall, 
will ABSOLUTELY protect you and your 
property from the POWERS of nature, then 
STOP reading right now! This information is 
NOT for you! But, if you can humble yourself 
and “check that EGO,” then perhaps you will 
gain a greater [over]standing of my purpose in 
expressing these thoughts.

For the sake of brevity, I will focus primarily 
on three of the principles of Maat:  TRUTH, 
JUSTICE, LOVE.  What an Almighty Trinity!

TRUTH: “The REAL state of things.”  
What a wonderfully appropriate place to 
start!  It is quite bewildering to me that in 
such a detailed-oriented society, the one detail 
of TRUTH has been overlooked repeatedly 

and deliberately obfuscated to convince, or 
rather “bamboozle,” you, the THINKING 
public, into believing this idea will work, 
produce revenue and pay for itself. What a 
crock! Three undeniable truths have emerged 
from this debacle: 1. The city, et alia, gleaned 
its information about the locations of specific 
sites from a map used without permission 
and acknowledged by the originator as being 
incomplete, which would make everything 
after that inaccurate; 2. The trip to Durham, 
NC. to see firsthand a similar endeavor exposed 
the fact there was NOTHING significant 
already on or beneath their proposed site, and 
I would surmise had there been, opposition 
would have been more strenuous, and; 3. 
The mayor has stated publicly several times 
that “he will make sure African history is 
preserved and presented accurately”; yet, 
he would DESTROY history to TEACH 
history—interesting concept.  [The lack of 
respect for the VALUE of African life, past 
and present.]

JUSTICE:  “The administration of rewards 
and/or punishments through fairness and 
righteousness.” My, my, my! We will surely 
have to connect the dots on this one! Justice 
is theoretically an omniscient concept, but for 
this purpose I will concentrate on justice from 
a legal perspective. In that regard over the past 
several years, there have been far too many 
instances of justice being blind, but NOT in 
the manner in which the phrase was initially 
intended. Let us consider just two of the most 
recent miscarriages of justice—the cases 
of Jordan Davis and Trayvon Martin. Two 
young, unarmed African males lost their 
lives, their futures destroyed under the guise 
of the Stand Your Ground law—the results 
of which were another fine example of the 
aforementioned okie-doke. Let us malign the 
character of the victims (the sleight of hand) 
so that their human flaws somehow made their 
lives more expendable. Then, we can accept 
that loud music or a hoodie is a justifiable 
reason for murder. What a conundrum! But, 
once we accept that, it is not much of a stretch 
to connect the dots to accept the destruction 
of sacred ground as being fair and righteous 
under the guise of progress. After all as was 
reported a while back, “We might just get 
that ‘slavery museum.’” Whoopee! [The lack 
of respect for the VALUE of African life, as 
above, so below.]

LOVE: “The unselfish and benevolent 
concern for others.” This should be a “no-
brainer.” Yet, some in the city administration 
are seemingly oblivious to what is best for 
the people (remember, “government of, for 
and by the people?”). These sycophants 
are more interested in personal agenda and 
“political correctness.” In the meanwhile 
the constituents continue to suffer and do 
without. But, Richmond has a “ghetto” 
population (attribute that descriptor to the 
surreptitious H. Louis). So, let us connect the 
dots and proclaim the ghetto people as being 
less deserving of unselfish benevolence—all 
they want are entitlements. However, it is 
still an undeniable fact many citizens work 
very hard, but still earn less than what is 
necessary to maintain a decent standard of 
living. Yet, there are an elite few poised and 

Those concerned with the preservation 
of the history of Shockoe Bottom should 
be forewarned of the broken promises 
made by the City of Richmond and Venture 
Richmond for a Section 106 review for the 
amphitheater at Tredegar Green. Many of 
the same players are involved. The Section 
106 review mandates a careful assessment of 
the rarity of historic resources. Will historic 
reviews be promised, to gain city approvals, 
but withdrawn as soon as those approvals are 
received?

 Shockoe Bottom and the James River’s 
Kanawha Canal both date from the formative 
period of our city. Work on the canal, largely 
with slave labor, began in 1785. Doubtless 
many of the slaves who built the canal were 
inhumanely purchased at the slave markets in 
Shockoe Bottom. 

Shockoe Bottom was certainly one of the 
most significant slave-trading areas in the 
United States. The Kanawha Canal may be 
the first canal in the United States built for 
transportation with locks.

 There are very troubling comparisons 
between the promised historic reviews of 
the proposed Shockoe stadium site and the 
amphitheater at Tredegar Green. In both 
cases, a state and federal Section 106 review 
was promised. This Section 106 review allows 
interested parties to present their concerns 
and documentation to the Corps of Engineers 
and to the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources for an impartial evaluation. This 
process ensures a careful examination of 
alternative ways of avoiding and mitigating 
damage to the historic resources. 

Venture Richmond very publicly promised 
a Section 106 review of the amphitheater 
project to groups including the Oregon Hill 
Neighborhood Association, the city’s Urban 
Design Committee and the City Planning 
Commission.

 The mayor serves as president of Venture 
Richmond. City Council’s president and 
vice-president are board members. Venture 
Richmond is bankrolling at least $32,000 
in lobbying for the mayor’s Shockoe 
Stadium proposal, including billboards, 
petition drives, and full-page newspaper 
advertisements. Venture Richmond is also 

behind the appalling proposal to lower and 
remove half the towpath of the historic 
canal for yet another amphitheater. Although 
Venture Richmond receives $2.87 million 
annually in public funds, it is not subject to 
the Freedom of Information Act or obligated 
to consider public opinion.

 Venture Richmond hired Dutton and 
Associates to assess the historic resources 
on the site of the proposed amphitheater. 
The site includes the Kanawha Canal and 
Tredegar Historic Site, both listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Dutton 
and Associates has also been hired by the 
City of Richmond to assess the historic 
resources of the proposed baseball stadium 
site in Shockoe Bottom, also listed on the 
National Register. 

 The assessment of the historic resources 
at the amphitheater site by Dutton and 
Associates was cursory and incomplete. 
The firm did not reference many of the 
pertinent surveys, plats, deeds, archeological 
reports and other documents available at 
the Library of Virginia. In fact, the Dutton 
and Associates report was so superficial that 
it failed to even note that the much of the 
land for the amphitheater was listed on the 
National Register as part of the Tredegar 
Historic Site. To fill in the gaps, concerned 
volunteers with the Oregon Hill Home 
Improvement Council devoted a year to 
compiling extensive research on the canal. 

Just days after receiving final city 
approvals for the amphitheater from the 
City Planning Commission, the City and 
Venture Richmond formally withdrew from 
the promised Section 106 review. Extensive 
and unnecessary damage is now in store for 
the Kanawha Canal and Tredegar Historic 
Site. This damage could and should have 
been avoided and mitigated through the 
repeatedly promised state and federal Section 
106 review.

 It appears that the City already may 
be reneging on the promised Section 
106 review of the Shockoe stadium site. 
Recently reported plans for historic surveys 
detailed by city CAO Byron Marshall did 
not include mention of the Section 106 
review. The profoundly important history of 
Shockoe Bottom deserves a thorough review 
following state and federal guidelines. 
As Rob Nieweg of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation recently wrote to the 
city’s CAO, “[T]he City’s proposed historical 
assessment is no substitute for the Section 
106 review and consultation process, which 
must be conducted by the relevant federal 
agency prior to approval of, or assistance 
to, the Revitalize RVA project, with the goal 
of avoiding, reducing, or mitigating harm to 
historic and archaeological resources.” 

 Shockoe Bottom’s historic resources 
may well be threatened by the City’s history 
of breaking its promises.

Charles Poole is a volunteer with the 
Oregon Hill Home Improvement Council 
and the Oregon Hill Neighborhood 
Association in Richmond.

City’s broken promises on Tredegar 
Green bode ill for Shockoe Bottom

By Charles Pool

ready to profit from this latest “venture” [no 
pun intended—yeah, right!] at the expense of 
decreased funding for education, unavailability 
of emergency assistance and other social 
programs which are vital to economically-
challenged communities, particularly those 
communities of color. Get your billion back, 
Richmonders! [The lack of respect for the 
VALUE of African life, poor and poorer.]

In closing first and foremost, my 
humble apology for ignoring my attempt at 
brevity. And, if I have offended anyone, I guess 
my job is done. Seriously, though, I will add 
my usual disclaimer: It is NEVER my intent 
to blame, be divisive or mean-spirited. A long 
time ago a Rasta Idren inna di belly told me, 
“If you ain’t making somebody mad, then you 
ain’t doing it right.” I Am simply a concerned, 
but poor citizen who will continue to speak 
up and out because I respect the VALUE of 
African life!

And, keep in mind this is not REALLY 
about building a stadium because if it were 
not a stadium, it would be something else … 
It ALWAYS is.

Peace & Blessings.  Selah.

1  I must give credit to James Baldwin for 
his words of wise-dom, “You cannot fix what 
you will not face.”

Queen Nzinga is a member of the 
African Ancestral Chamber and the 
Defenders for Freedom, Justice & Equality.
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Plowshare Peace Center
The oldest peace group in Virginia

Mail: PO Box 4367, Roanoke VA 24015

Office: 1719 Grandin Road, Roanoke VA 24015

(540) 989-0393     plowshare@plowshareva.org

Silent peace vigils; Workshops & speakers; Death 
penalty vigils; Darfur; New River Voice & Richmond 
Defender distribution; Lobbying; Truth-In-Recruiting

www.plowshareva.org

Silent peace vigils; Workshops & speakers; 
Death penalty vigils; Darfur; Virginia Defender 
distribution; Lobbying; Truth-in-Recruiting

Mail: PO Box 4367, Roanoke, VA 24015

Office: 1719 Grandin Road, Roanoke, VA 24015

(540) 989-0393      plowshare@plowshareva,org

www.plowshareva.org

Plowshare Peace Center
The oldest peace group in Virginia

from the anti-war front

As of March 2014, U.S. wars
cost Virginia taxpayers more than

 $44 billion.
To see a running total and what this money 
could have paid for in your city in terms of 
health care, housing and education, visit:

costofwar.com

RPEC, Defenders call for 
‘Day After’ protest 

In the event of any military attack on Iran, by the U.S., 
Israel or any other country, the Richmond Peace Educa-
tion Center and the Defenders are calling for a protest 
to take place at 5 p.m. the following day outside the 
Richmond Federal Courthouse, 701 E. Broad St. 
Meanwhile, let’s do all we can to try to prevent an attack, 
end sanctions and change U.S. foreign policy toward 
Iran and all other targeted countries.

Reading the March 2 editorial in the New 
York Times on the so-called revolution in 
Ukraine, I couldn’t help but marvel at how 
easily elite opinion makers in the U.S. can 
call for the use of public resources to bail 
out the people and government of Ukraine 
without significant opposition or even serious 
questions.  

The Times editorial forcefully argued that 
in response to the “revolution” in Ukraine, 
Western powers must “provide prompt and 
substantial assistance to the Kiev govern-
ment.” This sentiment was also voiced by 
a number of conservative Republicans who 
normally pretend to be fiscal conservatives, at 
least when it comes to state expenditures for 
working class and poor people in the U.S.

In response, the Obama administration is 
calling on Congress to agree to a long-term aid 
package for Ukraine and announced on Tues-
day a short-term billion dollar aid package.

Yet, when it comes to crisis situations like 
extending unemployment benefits to the 1.3 
million people who lost them in December 
or the forced bankruptcy of Detroit, a major 
city that happens to have an African Ameri-
can majority, or maintaining food assistance 
for the working class and poor in the form of 
the food stamp program, elite opinion in both 
parties has embraced the “common sense” 
position that significant reductions in public 
expenditures and services at every level of 
government are a reasonable and unavoid-
able necessity.

The Times editorial further argued that 
since President Yanukovych left the Ukrai-
nian treasury bare, the West should provide 
immediate assistance. But what about the 
people in Detroit, whose government coffers 
were left bare as result of the predatory loot-
ing by big banks that targeted African Ameri-
can families with sub-prime loans and float-
ing interests rates that resulted in them losing 
their homes? Where is their relief?

And when those same banks seized the 
properties of more than 100,000 families 
through foreclosure and then refused to pay 
property taxes to the city of Detroit—helping 
to create a fiscal crisis for the city—where 
was the Federal assistance to replenish the 
city’s coffers?

They call Pres. Yanukovych a dictator, 
but curiously, there was no outcry against the 
governor of Michigan when he engineered the 
passage of an anti-democratic piece of legisla-
tion that allowed him to impose a one-person 
dictatorial regime over the people of Detroit.  
Referred to as an “emergency manager,” he 
was granted the power to nullify decisions of 
the elected city council and mayor and seize 
control over all institutions of local govern-
ment. The main objective of the “emergency 
manager” is to ensure that the banks that loot-
ed the city will get a return on the 22 billion 
dollar debt that the city accrued.

But the elite do not call that process anti-
democratic or dictatorial. Why? The expla-
nation for this myopia an apparent inability 
to see a double standard is not just capitalist 
avarice and cynical ruling-class self-interest. 
It is rooted in the pathology generated by the 
disease of white supremacy.

Let me elaborate. What many conclude 

An African American Perspective:
Ukraine and the Pathology
of the Liberal Worldview

by Ajamu Baraka

is hypocrisy—a gap between high-sounding 
rhetoric and actual behavior—is not hypoc-
risy at all, but rather a cognitive deficiency.

It is the same cognitive deficiency that al-
lows Secretary of State John Kerry to state 
without any sense of irony, in response to 
reports that Russia might be moving troops 
into Crimea, that “You just don’t, in the 21st 
century, behave in a 19th century fashion 
by invading another country on completely 
trumped-up pretexts.” If someone had re-
minded Kerry that it was the “trumped-up 
pretext” of weapons of mass destruction that 
was the basis for the illegal invasion and 
destruction of Iraq by the U.S., he probably 
would not have been able to cognitively pro-
cess the contradiction.

Kerry’s comments are representative of a 
liberal, Eurocentric consciousness in which 
the same standards of measurement don’t ap-
ply to Westerners because they are the stan-
dard. It is not just arrogance but an inculcated 
sense of omnipotence in which the Western 
worldview, values and interpretations don’t 
just reflect universal reality, they are the only 
reality that counts.

When President Obama and members of 
the corporate elite condemn the Russians for 
violating international law, the contradictory 
nature of that position is clear to those of us 
who are the ongoing victims of Western op-
pression and whose lives depend on seeing 
reality as it is.

From our point of view, it is absolutely 
bizarre that the same country that violates the 
sovereignty of other states worldwide with 
drone strikes, military interventions and po-
litical subversion can actually suggest to the 
Russians that it runs the risk of being a “pa-
riah” state.

The U.S. is playing a very dangerous game 
by attempting to implement its strategy of en-
circling the Russian Federation. But the Rus-
sians also played a very dangerous game when 
they decided not to veto U.N. Security Council 
resolution 1973, which gave NATO colonial 
gangsters the green light to destroy the Libyan 
state, and then pretended to be surprised when 
NATO did just that. The aggressive encircle-
ment of Russia by NATO is now a case of the 
chickens coming home to roost.

Perhaps the Russians did not fully un-
derstand what those of us from the African 
American community have always under-
stood—that U.S. geostrategic decision-makers 
will ally themselves with right-wing forces if it 
will help them maintain the hegemony of their 
empire, from racist nationalists in Ukraine to 
rightist Islamic fundamentalists in Syria.

The rise of right-wing racist political 
movements is not seen as a real threat for de-
cision-makers in the capitals of Paris, Wash-
ington and London. But when the right-wing 
forces that they support in the Ukraine start to 
pass laws that strip away the rights of people 
to practice their culture and use their language, 
the character of that revolution becomes clear 
for those of us who experienced the underbelly 
of the great “American” revolution.

The frantic mobilization of public funds 
to assist the “revolution,” the unrestrained 
political support for an illegitimate govern-
ment, and the easy dismissal of racist and 

anti-Semitic extremism coming from signifi-
cant elements in that “revolution” all suggest 
that this is a bogus process that has nothing to 
do with justice, human progress and certainly 
not liberatory revolutionary change for the 
majority of the people in Ukraine.

A cardinal principle of the African Ameri-
can revolutionary tradition is to be in solidari-
ty with people(s) engaged in struggles against 
oppression anywhere in the world. However, 
we are also always aware of the international 
balance of forces and the efforts by Western 
imperialism, our principle enemy, to confuse 
and ideologically disarm normally anti-impe-
rialist forces with the appropriation of the vo-
cabulary of social change and mass struggle. 
In that regard the enemy has succeeded: Em-
ploying the language of humanitarian concern 
and subtle appeals to a defense of the liberal 
state and the Western civilizational project, 
the ideological confusion among the left in 
the U.S. is total.

When U.S. radicals and progressives are 
unable to make a distinction between the 
right and the left and align themselves with a 
movement in Ukraine that has as its main ob-
jective to become more European and capital-
ist, and at the same time amplify the critiques 

of the rightist forces in Venezuela who want 
to murder the embryonic revolution in that 
country, the backwardness of radical thought 
in the U.S. is on full display.

In the U.S. where an African Ameri-
can is being murdered by police forces and 
vigilantes at a pace of one every 28 hours, 
where a million of our folks are entombed in 
the dungeons of this nation’s prisons, where 
state laws are being employed to deny us our 
democratic rights, where ex-panther Eddie 
Conroy is finally released from prison after 
44 years, still leaving dozens of our politi-
cal prisoners who are going into their fourth 
and fifth decades in prison, African American 
radicals must be clear on the principle enemy 
and the principle contradiction.

And for us, the enemy and the principle 
contradiction is not on the other side of the 
world in Russia.

Ajamu Baraka is a human rights activ-
ist, organizer and educator. His latest publi-
cations include contributions to two recently 
published books “Imagine: Living in a So-
cialist USA” and “Claim No Easy Victories: 
The Legacy of Amilcar Cabral.” He can be 
reached at ajamubarak@yahoo.com and 
Ajamubaraka.com.

‘The U.S. Role in
Venezuela & Ukraine’

with former CIA Analyst
& now leading Antiwar Activist

RAY McGOVERN
7 pm, Friday, April 25

William Byrd Community House
224 So. Cherry St., Richmond 23220

FREE - Light Refreshments - Children Welcome

A DEFENDER  FORUM:

Photo by Phil Wilayto

BUILDING INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY THROUGH EDUCATION — 
Charo Mina Rojas, at left, narrates a slide presentation on the struggles facing Afro-
Colombian women in her native Colombia. On a national speaking tour, she spoke 
March 21 at a forum sponsored by the Defenders for Freedom, Justice & Equality.



Page 15The Virginia DefenderSpring 2014

ONGOING - RICHMOND
‘TALK TO THE EDITOR’ – An hour of live, 
call-in conversation with Virginia Defender 
Editor PHIL WILAYTO. From 2-3 pm every first 
Monday of the month on WCLM Radio: 1450 
AM or worldwide at: www.wclmradioonline.com.

BYRD HOUSE FARMERS MARKET 
– “The freshest and localest foods.” 3 pm 
- sunset, Tuesdays from May 6 - Oct. 28 at the 
William Byrd Community House, 224 S. Cherry 
St. Information: (804) 643-2717; ByrdHouse-

C O M M U N I T Y   C A L E N D A R

T H E  V I R G I N I A  D E F E N D E R
is published quarterly on the first Thurs-
day of the month, starting in January. 
Information for the Community Calendar 
must be received by the Friday before the 
publication date. Please include the name 
of the event, the event sponsor, contact 
information, time, date, place and any 
admission charge. 
Be sure and call ahead to make sure the 
information listed is still current.
Note: Listing of an event does not        
necessarily imply an endorsement          
by this newspaper.

Market@gmail.com; www.ByrdHouseMarket.
blogspot.com; www.WBCH.org.

FOOD NOT BOMBS – Sundays at 4 pm, 
free vegan meals served in Monroe Park, 
corner of Main and Belvidere Sts. Volunteers 
welcome, contact (781) 436-2275, rvafoodnot-
bombs@gmail.com, or http://goo.gl/5jyQnb. 

ANTI-CONFEDERATE COUNTER-
DEMONSTRATION – Every Saturday from 
12-4 pm outside the Virginia Museum of Fine 
Art, 200 N. Boulevard. A protest against the 
neo-Confederate Virginia Flaggers. 

RESOURCE INFORMATION HELP FOR 
THE DISADVANTAGED (RIHD) – Meets 
every third Thursday of the month at Wesley 
Memorial United Methodist Church, 1720 
Mechanicsville Turnpike. This all-volunteer 
organization assists those recently released 
from incarceration. Information: http://goo.
gl/1D5WfZ. 

RICHMOND EVENTS
Thurs., April 17– RICHMOND PEACE 
EDUCATION CENTER TAX DAY FLIER 
DISTRIBUTION – 3 pm, Richmond Post 
Office, 1808 Brook Road. RPEC will distribute 
fliers against military spending. Information: 

http://goo.gl/Ps-
5gbx. 

Thurs., April 17 
– SCREENING: 
“THE FALL OF A 
SHAH” – A docu-
mentary about the 
1979 Iranian revolu-
tion. Sponsored by 
the VCU Iranian 
Culture Club. 6:30-
8:30 pm, VCU, 907 
Floyd Ave. Free. 

Thurs., April 22 
– TRAINING: 
HOW TO BE 

AN ADVOCATE FOR SURVIVORS OF 
INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE AND 
SEXUAL VIOLENCE — A  workshop on 
supporting survivors. 6:30-8 pm, Virginia 
League for Planned Parenthood, 201 N. Ham-
ilton St. Free. Register via education@vlpp.
org. Information: http://goo.gl/OiQSQX. 

Fri., April 23 – SCREENING: “THE BIG 
BANANA” – This documentary ”exposes 
multinational corporations’ culpability in the 
land grab of Africa, which makes us reconsider 
where we get our fruit from.” 5-6:30 pm, VCU, 
907 Floyd Ave. Free. 

Thurs. May 1 – MAY DAY – The Richmond 
May Day March will begin at Monroe Park at 5 
pm, end at Lovebomb (6 W. 21 St.) and conclude 
with a cookout. Information: http://goo.gl/7Hib1j. 

Thurs. June 19 – SCREENING: “THE 
LOVING STORY” – A documentary about 
the Lovings, the Virginia couple whose case 
overturned laws against interracial marriage. 
6:30-9:30 pm, Virginia Historical Society, 428 
N. Boulevard. Free.

Sat. June 21 – JUNETEENTH, A FREE-
DOM CELEBRATION – Save the Date, with 
the Elegba Folklore Society. More information 
as it becomes available: http://goo.gl/zsTFbt. 

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA
HOT 88.7’S CALLS FROM HOME – Ev-
ery Monday from 7-9 pm, this radio station 
(88.7 FM) records messages from the loved 
ones of those imprisoned in nearby facilities. 
From 9-10 pm they broadcast those messages 
into the many jails and prisons in their range. 
Information: http://goo.gl/R3o1hI. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Mon., April 21 – SCREENING: “INEQUAL-
ITY FOR ALL” – A documentary by noted 
political economist Robert Reich on the 
inequality between rich and poor in America. 
6:30-9:30 pm, 5th and K streets. Free.
 
Sat., April 27 – SCREENING: “THE TRI-
ALS OF MUHAMMAD ALI” – A film focus-
ing on Ali’s fight to overturn a five-year prison 
sentence imposed for refusing to serve in the 

U.S. military and the period in which he was 
banned from boxing as a result. 5-7 pm, 14th 
and V streets NW. Free.
 
Sat., April 26 – REJECT AND PROTECT 
ANTI-KEYSTONE XL TIPI MARCH – A 
march against the Keystone XL Pipeline. 11 
am on the National Mall. Sponsored by the 
Cowboy Indian Alliance. Information: http://
goo.gl/5ZzpzR. 

Tues., April 29 – WORKERS ASSEMBLY 
PROTESTING POVERTY WAGES AT 
NATIONAL RESTAURANT ASSOCIA-
TION’S CONFERENCE – 5-7 pm, 1300 
Pennsylvania Ave. NW. For transport infor-
mation, to volunteer, donate or endorse, call 
410-218-4835. 

Tues., May 6 – SCREENING: “FIGHT IN 
THE FIELDS: CESAR CHAVEZ AND 
THE FARMWORKERS’ STRUGGLE” – 6-
8 pm, 5th and K streets. Presented by Bread & 
Roses and the DC Labor Film Fest. Free. 

Sun., June 22 – SCREENING: “THE NEW 
BLACK” – A documentary on the Maryland 
fight for marriage equality,and the lines of 
conflict as they fall in the Black community. 5-7 
pm, 4th and V streets NW. Free. Information:
http://goo.gl/Jdw3Ns. 

HAMPTON ROADS
Sat., April 26 – AMERICAN INDIAN POW-
WOW: A CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR 
ALL PEOPLE— Dancing, music, food, vendors, 
more. Open to the public. 11 am-6 pm, Mt. Trash-
more Park, 310 Edwin Drive, Virginia Beach. 

Sat. and Sun., June 21-22 – RUNOKO 
RASHIDI: “GLOBAL AFRICAN PRES-
ENCE (AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS)” 
AND “TRAVELS WITHIN THE AFRICAN 
WORLD” – Free. House of Consciousness, 
600 W. 35 St., Norfolk. Information: http://goo.
gl/1FBfk3. 

Fri., Sat., Sun., June 27-29 – HAMPTON’S 
AFRIKAN AMERICAN FESTIVAL – An 
outdoor, all-ages Afrikan American Festival with 
more than 70 vendors selling art, crafts and 
more. Alcohol will not be present. Mill Point 
Park, 100 Eaton St., Hampton. $4 admission.

Chop
Suey

BookS
2913 W. Cary St.
Richmond, VA 23221
(804) 422-8066

INFo@ChopSueyBookS.CoM
WWW.ChopSueyBookS.CoM

uSeD & RARe BookS

specializing in art, photography, 
architecture, philosophy 

& modern firsts

“We Buy Books”

offering a refined selection of LITeRATuRe, ART BookS, NeW BookS, MAGAZINeS.

MEDITERRANEAN BAKERY & DELI
 
 
 
 

9004 Quioccasin Road, Richmond   804-754-8895
www.MediterraneanBakeryandDeli.net

Arabic & Greek 
products

Halal meat available
Great deli selection

Call ahead & 
pick up for lunch 

House of 
Consciousness
Bookstore

600 West 35th St. Norfolk, VA  23508
facebook.com/consciouscommuntiy

Lectures
Shows
Classes
Events
Cyphers
Shirts & Hats

All Natural Products
Soaps & Lotions
Herbs & Erbs
Bean Pies
Incents
Oils

Drinks
Meditation Rocks
Healing Baths
& more

Elders Council

Bro. Olmec El
(757) 314-1943




